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NORTH EAST SCOTLAND FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP –
22 JUNE 2018
BULLETIN REPORT: BUSINESS RATES LETTER TO DEREK MACKAY,
CABINET SECRETARY FOR FINANCE AND THE CONSTITUTION
1

Recommendation
The Group is recommended to:
1.1

Note the letter to Mr Mackay attached as Appendix 1 to this
bulletin, and his reply attached as Appendix 2.

2

Discussion

2.1

The meeting of NESFDP on 17th November 2017 featured presentations by
Ian Milton, Grampian Assessor on the Non-domestic revaluation 2017
(business rates) and by Alan Wood, Aberdeenshire Council’s Head of Finance
on the role of local authorities in collecting business rates and applying local
relief schemes. A report was presented to NESFDP at the subsequent
meeting of the group on 16 February 2018 recommending that a letter be sent
to Derek Mackay, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Constitution, seeking
a business rates increase cap of 12.5% for the seafood processing sector in
North East Scotland.

2.2

Following lengthy discussions at the meeting of 16 February, the wording of
the proposed letter was changed. Instead of seeking a rates cap, the letter
sent to Derek Mackay (attached as Appendix 1) sought parity for North East
processors’ business rates charges with Humberside. An independent
assessment undertaken by Seafish and presented to the NESFDP meeting in
November 2017 had revealed that business rates in Humberside were
typically 50% lower for comparable premises, putting processors in North East
Scotland at a significant competitive disadvantage.

2.3

A response was received from Mr Mackay and is attached as Appendix 2. No
further correspondence has been received.

3

Scheme of Governance
North East Scotland Fisheries Development Partnership is able to consider
this item in terms of its remit to provide a North East Scotland focus to enable
issues and concerns across the fisheries and related sectors to be addressed.
This includes strengthening economic development links between fisheries
science, catching and processing sectors and the wider seafood industry,
contributing to regional and local priorities for the fisheries sector, improving
links between marine environment and biodiversity and contributing to policy
development and consultations.
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4

Implications and Risk

4.1

An equality impact assessment is not required because there are no
differential equalities impacts arising from this bulletin.

4.2

There are no staffing and financial implications for the council arising from this
report.

4.3

No risks arising from this report have been identified for the council at
Corporate Level

4.4

No issues have been identified in relation to the Town Centre First Principle

Stephen Archer, Director of Infrastructure Services

Report prepared by Derek McDonald, Industry Support Executive (Rural & Maritime)
Date: 12th June, 2018
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