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ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL
KINCARDINE AND MEARNS AREA COMMITTEE
COUNCIL CHAMBER, VIEWMOUNT, STONEHAVEN, 24 MARCH 2015.
Present:

Councillors C Nelson (Chair), P Bellarby (Vice-Chair), W Agnew,
R Christie, G Clark, A Evison, I Mollison, G Carr, J Dick, W Howatson,
D Stewart.

Apology:

Councillor Bews.

Officers:

William Munro (Area Manager, Kincardine and Mearns), Karen
McWilliam (Area Committee Officer, Kincardine and Mearns), Peter
Robertson (Senior Solicitor, Corporate Services), Chief Inspector
Richard Craig (Police Scotland), Inspector Stuart Ednie, (Police
Scotland), Rachael Goldring (Asset Project Leader Learning Estates
Team, Education Learning and Leisure), David Elrick (Principal Roads
Engineer, Infrastructure Services), Stuart McFarlane, (Roads
Manager, Infrastructure Services), Donald Macpherson (Bridges and
Structures Manager, Infrastructure Services), John Morrison (Bridge
Engineer, Infrastructure Services), Neil Stewart (Team Manager,
Infrastructure Services), Gregor Spence (Senior Planning Officer,
Infrastructure Services), James Wheater (Senior Planning Officer,
Infrastructure Services).

In Attendance:

Mr Moisey and Mr Begg (item 16b).
1. DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

The Chair asked Members if they had any interests to declare in terms of the Councillors’
Code of Conduct and the following declaration was intimated:
Councillor Carr declared an interest in item 16 (b) Full Planning Permission for the erection
of 1 No 250Kw (up to 30.5m to hub height, 45m to blade tip) wind turbine with associated
infrastructure, access track, hard standing and electrical cabinet at Land to north east of
Upper Criggie Farm, Stonehaven. As a relative of the applicant Councillor Carr would take
no part in determination of the application.
2A. STATEMENT ON EQUALITIES
In making decisions on the following items of business, the Committee agreed, in terms of
Section 149 of the Equality Act, 2010:(1)

to have due regard to the need to:(a)
(b)
(c)

(2)

eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation;
advance equality of opportunity between those who share a protected
characteristic and persons who do not share it; and
foster good relations between those who share a protected characteristic and
persons who do not share it.

where an Equality Impact Assessment was provided, to consider its contents and
take those into account when reaching their decision.
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2B. RESOLUTION
The Committee agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) and (5) of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1973, to exclude the public from the meeting during consideration of the item
specified below so as to avoid disclosure of exempt information of the class described in the
undernoted paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act.
Item No
17

Paragraph No of Schedule 7A
9
3. MINUTE OF MEETING

The Committee had before them and approved as a correct record the Minute of Meeting of
the Committee of 3 March 2015.
4. AREA COMMITTEE BUDGET 2015/2016 CRITERIA
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated advising Members of the need to
agree criteria for the disbursement of the Area Committee Budget (2015/2016).
The Area Manager introduced the report drawing attention to a number of suggested criteria
changes officers had assembled based on the previous management of the fund and on
practices used in other areas.
Councillor Carr, seconded by Councillor Mollison, moved to keep the criteria the same as
was used in the previous year with the addition of criteria for voluntary/in-kind contributions
to be considered as part of the overall project package of 50%.
As an amendment, Councillor Agnew, seconded by Councillor Howatson, moved to increase
the grant limit to £4,000, include voluntary/in-kind contributions as part of the overall project
package of 50% and, where the level of funding was in excess of £3,000 request that
applicants address the Area Committee.
The Committee voted:
For the motion

(5)

Councillors Nelson, Carr, Clark, Mollison and Stewart.

For the amendment

(6)

Councillors Agnew, Bellarby, Christie, Dick Evison and
Howatson.

The amendment was carried and the Committee agreed to use the criteria from previous
years with the following amendments/additions:
1. Under normal circumstances the maximum payment for any one project or initiative
was £4,000,
2. Voluntary/in kind contributions to be considered as part of the 50% contribution of a
project, and
3. Where the funding level was in excess of £3,000 applicants would be asked to address
the Area Committee and also be given advice on how and what to present.
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5. KINCARDINE AND MEARNS COMMUNITY COUNCIL GRANT 2015/2016.
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated advising Members of the 2015/2016
Community Council Grant funding.
The Area Manager introduced the report advising that the same formulae that had been
used in previous years had again been used to assemble the figures for 2015/2016.
Members were advised that there were small increases for communities with an electorate of
more than 1750.
The Committee agreed to:
1. The disbursement of Community Council grant funding for the 2015/2016 financial year
as detailed in the report on the submission of signed audited accounts from each
Community Council, and
2. Seek clarification regarding the date of the electoral register used to assemble the data.
6. PROPOSED COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOUNDARY CHANGES BETWEEN,
STONEHAVEN AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND CATTERLINE
KINNEFF AND DUNNOTTAR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated advising Members of the proposed
boundary changes between Stonehaven and District Community Council and Catterline,
Kinneff and Dunnottar Community Council.
The Committee agreed to advise the Policy and Resources Committee of their support to
the boundary changes outlined in the report impacting on Stonehaven and District
Community Council, and Catterline, Kinneff and Dunnottar Community Council.
7. POLICE SCOTLAND – PERFORMANCE MONITORING AND OPERATIONAL
UPDATE
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated advising Members of performance
monitoring information relating to the Kincardine and Mearns Area from Police Scotland.
Chief Inspector Craig introduced the report giving details and figures relating to the
Kincardine and Mearns Area in relation to acquisitive crime, antisocial behaviour, violence
and disorder, road safety and road crime.
Members sought to clarify matters relating to domestic abuse and the requirement of
appropriate resources to support victims, stop and search measures, farm theft, graffiti and
road safety.
Having discussed the report the Committee agreed to:
1. Note performance monitoring information relating to the Kincardine and Mearns Area of
the Aberdeenshire and Moray Division of Police Scotland, and
2.

Request the Divisional Commander to continue to report to Committee quarterly on
performance measures against service objectives.
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8. POLICE SCOTLAND – LOCAL AREA POLICING PLANS AND MULTI-MEMBER
WARD PLANS
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated seeking comments from Members on
the proposal to produce Local Area Plans and Multi Member Ward Plans.
The Chief Inspector advised Members that since the inception of Police Scotland, Policing
Plans had been assembled based on community engagement. Priorities remained as
targeting antisocial behaviour, violence and disorder, road safety and road crime, and
acquisitive crime. The additional structure of the Local Area Policing Plan would ensure that
local objectives and priorities also linked with long term outcomes in the Aberdeenshire
Single outcome Agreement.
Members welcomed the report, particularly the adopted outcome focused approach. Issues
relating to very local policing and road safety were raised and the Committee then agreed
to:
1. The proposal for a Local Area Policing Plan, and
2. Request the Divisional Commander to continue to report to Area Committee quarterly on
performance measures against service objectives.
9. HOUSING AND SOCIAL WORK SERVICE QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE,
EXCEPTION REPORTING OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2014
(ABERDEENSHIRE PERFORMS)
A report by the Director of Communities was circulated advising Members of quarterly
performance monitoring, October to December 2014.
The Area Manager introduced the report advising that an overview of performance was
contained within the report and then drew attention to a number measures.
After discussion the Committee agreed to;
1. Acknowledge the performance achieved for the period, October to December 2014,
2. Acknowledge the exceptional performance achieved for the period October to December
2014,
3. Advise the Director of Communities to continue to report, by exception, to Committee
quarterly on performance measures against Service objectives and six monthly on
progress in delivering all aspects of the Service Plan, and
4. Make the following observations and, or requests:
a) SO2 – Prevent and address Homelessness. Suggest that the use of the wording
‘not measured for months’ be reconsidered,
b) SO2 (2a) – Prevent and address Homelessness. Suggest that more innovative
measures be used to improve performance as continuing with the same tried and
tested methods may now be exhausted,
c) SO5 (5c) Independence & Life choices for vulnerable individuals. Further
information on recruitment and retention of staff was required,
d) SO6 Reduce Reoffending (6b). Suggest that more innovative measures be used to
improve performance and request that an Officer attend the next Area Committee
where Housing and Social Work Performance Measures were being presented, and
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e) Information was sought regarding Muirfield Homes who had been contracted to build
Council houses but had recently gone into liquidation.
10. CROSS BOUNDARY REZONING – CULTS ACADEMY
A report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services was circulated advising
Members of a rezoning consultation that Aberdeen City were conducting and the impact the
rezoning would have on the Lairhillock Primary School catchment area.
The Asset Project Leader introduced the report advising of the proposal for all children who
attend Lairhillock Primary School to either attend Mackie Academy or Portlethen Academy.
The Committee fully discussed the report and agreed to forward the following comments to
the Education Learning and Leisure Committee for their consideration:
1. The consultation response should be strengthened in detail as the rezoning suggestions
could be detrimental to the children and families in North Kincardine,
2. Children from Aberdeenshire should not be disadvantaged because of development
permitted in Aberdeen city,
3. It was considered geographically sensible that children in North Kincardine be included
in the zoning area for Cults Academy which was considered to be a good school,
4. Arrangements for siblings were unclear and it was not considered to be practical or fair
that families should be expected to cater for children in separate academies, and
5. Suggest that the consultation document is pre-empting decisions as it states that officers
are to advise Aberdeenshire Council that the new Blairs development of 280 houses plus
a potential further 44 would not be zoned to Cults Academy.
11. ROAD MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 2015/2016
A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members of the
Area Road Maintenance Programme 2015/2016.
The Local Roads Manager introduced the report advising that a greater emphasis was being
placed on surface dressing of roads.
Members fully discussed the report and agreed the Area Road Maintenance Programme for
Kincardine and Mearns as detailed in the report with the following additions and comments:
1. Instruct officers to make provision for painting the barriers on the Bervie Braes in the
programme,
2. Review the surface dressing works undertaken in Marykirk as there had been complaints
about the quality of the work,
3. Consider further work on the roundabout to the east of the Badentoy roundabout in
Portlethen, where rutting was reappearing,
4. Ensure correct spelling of Farrochie Drive, Stonehaven,
5. Amend Scheme S9 to Ward 18,
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6. Ensure that all the side roads that will be affected by the construction of the Aberdeen
Western Peripheral Route were given consideration in terms of both maintenance and
safety,
7. Consider repair of the potholes on the South Deeside Road, and
8. Instruct officers to arrange a meeting with Councillors prior to the assembly of next year’s
Road Maintenance Programme so that local knowledge and negotiation can take place
and to review progress against the agreed programme.
12. PLANNED MAINTENANCE 2015/2018
A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members of the
programme of planned maintenance for 2015/2018 periods.
The Committee discussed and agreed the programme of planned maintenance for 2015–
2016 as detailed in the report.
13. KINCARDINE AND MEARNS AREA - BRIDGES AND CULVERTS ANNUAL WORKS
PROGRAMME (PUBLIC ROAD NETWORK) 2015/2016
A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members of the
annual works programme for bridges and culverts in Aberdeenshire.
Members sought some further detail on the Bervie Jubilee Bridge, Park Bridge, Caldhame
Bridge and the Burn of Glaslaw. Being content with responses from the Structures Manager
the Committee agreed to approve the Area Bridges and Culverts Annual Works Programme
(Public Road Network) for 2015/2016 as detailed in the report.
14. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT APPEAL DECISION NOTICE – PPA-110-223
LAND TO NORTH OF 44 DOWNIE VILLAGE, PORTLETHEN,
ABERDEENSHIRE, AB12 4QX
The Committee had before them an Appeal Decision Notice dated 11 March 2015 and noted
that the reporter had upheld the appeal and granted planning permission subject to the two
conditions which were listed at the end of the Notice. Attention was also drawn to the three
advisory notes.
15. SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT APPEAL DECISION NOTICE – PPA-110-2232
LAND ADJACENT TO ALMA COTTAGE, DRUMOAK, BANCHORY
The Committee had before them an Appeal Decision Notice dated 24 February 2015 and
noted that the reporter had refused the appeal.
16. APPLICATIONS FOR DETERMINATION
The following planning applications were considered along with any objections and
representations received in each case and were dealt with as recorded in the Appendix A to
this Minute.

Kincardine and Mearns Area Committee - 24 March 2015

1843

Reference Number

Address

(A) APP/2014/3358 &
APP/2014/3360

Full Planning Permission for Retrospective Change of Use of
Agricultural Land to Form 8 Stance Caravan Park (Permanent
Halting Site for Gypsies/Travellers), Formation of Road,
Recycling Point, Bund and Boundary Fencing at Land South
West Of Eskview Farm, St Cyrus,
&
Full Planning Permission for Retrospective Change of Use of
Agricultural Land to Site for Touring Gypsies/Travellers, Erection
of 2 Stances, Erection of Toilet Block, Washroom, Pump Station
and Recycling Point, Formation of Road and Bund and Erection
of Boundary Fencing at Land Adjacent To Eskview Farm, St
Cyrus.

(B) APP/2014/4121

Full Planning Permission for Erection of 1 No 250Kw (up to
30.5m to Hub Height, 45m to Blade Tip) Wind Turbine with
Associated Infrastructure, Access Track, Hardstanding and
Electrical Cabinet at Land To North East Of Upper Criggie Farm,
Stonehaven

(C) APP/2014/0522

Full Planning Permission for Erection of 1 No. 800kW (55.6m to
Hub Height, 79.6m to Blade Tip) Wind Turbine and Associated
Ancillary Infrastructure at Land to South of Dendoldrum Farm,
Inverbervie.

17. DISPOSAL OF DRUMOAK PRIMARY SCHOOL, DRUMOAK
A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated seeking approval to place
Drumoak Primary School on the open market for sale.
The Committee agreed to instruct Officers to place Drumoak Primary School, Drumoak, on
the open market for sale.
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KINCARDINE AND MEARNS AREA COMMITTEE
APPENDIX A
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DETERMINATION
(A)

Reference No: APP/2014/3358 & APP/2014/3360

APP/2014/3358 – Full Planning Permission For Retrospective Change of Use of
Agricultural Land to Form 8 Stance Caravan Park (Permanent Halting Site for
Gypsies/Travellers), Formation of Road, Recycling Point, Bund and Boundary Fencing
at Land South West Of Eskview Farm, St Cyrus
and
APP/2014/3360 – Full Planning Permission for Retrospective Change of Use of
Agricultural Land to Site for Touring Gypsies/Travellers, Erection of 2 Stances,
Erection of Toilet Block, Washroom, Pump Station and Recycling Point, Formation of
Road and Bund and Erection of Boundary Fencing at Land Adjacent To Eskview
Farm, St Cyrus
Applicant:

APP/2014/3358 – James McCallum, 1 North Esk Park, By Nether Warburton,
Montrose
APP/2014/3360 – William Docherty, North Esk Park,
By Nether Warburton, Montrose

A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members that the
report related to two related retrospective planning applications which, in the opinion of the
Director of Infrastructure Services, were of regional or national significance and therefore
required to be determined by Full Council. A view was being sought from the Area
Committee.
The Planning Manager advised that the report was a combined one to cover two
retrospective applications for Gypsy/Traveller site development on land to the south west of
St Cyrus.
Members were advised that it was important to note that whilst the applications were
retrospective they should be treated like any other planning application, despite the fact that
the development had already taken place.
Members were advised that there was a social need for the provision of Gypsy/Traveller
sites in Aberdeenshire and that the Council was moving forward with a Gypsy/Traveller Site
Provision Strategy. There was also support, given in principle, to site provision in the Local
Development Plan, and complete recognition of the equalities and human rights issues
associated with this type of development.
Members were advised that all of the support for this application must be weighted, in
planning terms, against issues surrounding location and physical aspects associated with
the development. In this regard the site was on a functional floodplain and as such at risk of
flooding and further no satisfactory mitigation measures could be agreed. The site was in
the coastal zone and because of issues of flooding, scale and appearance of the
development, impact on the open coastal character of the area, and its proximity to a
residential property it did not comply with the coastal zone policy or policies relating to
landscape character and siting and design. It was considered that the proposed site
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impacted adversely on a site of natural heritage of national importance, the St Cyrus &
Kinnaber Links, Site of Special Scientific Interest. The drainage solution, either constructed
or proposed, was not considered to be acceptable. The Planning Service consider that
because of all of the all of the above listed issues there was failure to comply with the
Gypsy/Traveller Local Development Plan Policy 7/SG SHN3.
The Committee then heard from Doctor Simon Rushton in support of the application
suggesting that a temporary permission be granted in order to recognise the human rights of
Gypsy Travellers and so as to advance equality of opportunity for them. He said that the
proposal offered clear social benefit until such time as the Council provided alternative sites.
Further it was suggested that the Council were entering a period of “Purdah” and that it
would be appropriate to defer consideration of the applications until after the general election
as Gypsy/Traveller sites were highly politicised matters.
The Committee fully discussed the application acknowledging the need to give consideration
to the rights and interests of all parties. Some of the Committee felt that an important
consideration was of public safety as the site was capable of flooding and at serious risk of
landslips.
Some of the Committee felt that further consideration needed to be given to the human
rights of Gypsy Travellers and in particular their rights under Article 8 of the European
Convention on Human Rights together with an opportunity to consider mitigation measures
for flooding, drainage etc.
Councillor Howatson, seconded by Councillor Agnew, moved to advise Aberdeenshire
Council that the Area Committee supported the view of the Planning Service to refuse Full
Planning Permission for retrospective change of use of agricultural land to form an eight
stance caravan park (permanent halting site for Gypsies/Travellers), formation of road,
recycling point, bund and boundary fencing at land south west of Eskview Farm, St Cyrus,
and Full Planning Permission for retrospective change of use of agricultural land to site for
touring Gypsies/Travellers, erection of two stances, erection of toilet block, washroom, pump
station and recycling point, formation of road and bund and erection of boundary fencing at
land adjacent to Eskview Farm, St Cyrus, and suggested that further consideration be given
to the Equalities Impact Assessment in relation to both the positive and negative impacts
relating to the safety risks of agreeing to have residents remain on site.
As an amendment, Councillor Evison, seconded by Councillor Dick moved to advise
Aberdeenshire Council to give consideration to grant Full Planning Permission for:
retrospective change of use of agricultural land to form an eight stance caravan park
(permanent halting site for Gypsies/Travellers), formation of road, recycling point, bund and
boundary fencing at land south west Of Eskview Farm, St Cyrus, and Full Planning
Permission for retrospective change of use of agricultural land to site for touring
Gypsies/Travellers, erection of two Stances, erection of toilet block, washroom, pump station
and recycling point, formation of road and bund and erection of boundary fencing at land
adjacent To Eskview Farm, St Cyrus, provided there were conditions to protect the people
who are living on the site and at Eskview Farm, giving due regard to the Human Rights Act
(article 8), and flooding issues.
The Committee voted:
For the motion:

(8)

Councillors Nelson, Agnew, Bellarby, Carr, Christie, Clark,
Howatson and Mollison.

For the amendment

(2)

Councillors Dick and Evison.
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Councillor Stewart abstained from voting.
The motion was carried and the Committee agreed to advise Aberdeenshire Council that the
Area Committee supported the view of the Planning Service to refuse Full Planning
Permission for retrospective change of use of agricultural land to form an eight stance
caravan park (permanent halting site for Gypsies/Travellers), formation of road, recycling
point, bund and boundary fencing at land south west of Eskview Farm, St Cyrus, and Full
Planning Permission for retrospective change of use of agricultural land to site for touring
Gypsies/Travellers, erection of two stances, erection of toilet block, washroom, pump station
and recycling point, formation of road and bund and erection of boundary fencing at land
adjacent to Eskview Farm, St Cyrus, and suggested that further consideration be given to
the Equalities Impact Assessment in relation to both positive and negative impacts. The
following reasons were agreed for refusal of the applications:
1.

The site and the access road are located within an undeveloped/sparsely developed
functional flood plain which is subject to medium to high risk of fluvial and tidal
flooding (1 in 200 year envelope) and a combination of both. There is also potential
for pluvial flooding. Caravan sites of the nature developed are considered to be a
highly vulnerable land use in terms of flooding in medium to high risk areas. The
development is; not for flood or erosion prevention measures; not for development
that is consistent with the flood storage function of the flood plain; and not for
essential infrastructure. The creation of the bund increases the risk of flooding from
the existing minor watercourse/drain to the north-west and north of the site, to the
adjacent property (Eskview Farm) and there is no capacity available off site for
compensatory flood storage to accommodate land raising solutions. As such, the
development is contrary to the precautionary approach and flood avoidance
principles set out in Scottish Planning Policy and the terms of Policy 8: Layout, siting
and design of new development and SG LSD8: Flooding and erosion of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012.

2.

The development site is located within an area designated as Coastal Zone in the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012, and outwith a settlement boundary.
The development is also not for the redevelopment of an existing building or
development within the curtilage of an existing building which therefore requires to
utilise an existing coastal location. In any other case, development proposals are
required to demonstrate a need for being sited in a coastal location, and that social
and economic benefits outweigh any adverse environmental impacts. While
accepting that there is an identified need and that there are social and economic
benefits to the gypsy/traveller community, in this instance, it has not been
demonstrated that a coastal location is required or that adverse environmental
impacts are outweighed by the benefits. In addition, the site is at risk of flooding from
a 1 in 200 year event, there is evidence of a risk of landslip from the embankment to
the north west, and due to its nature, character, layout and appearance, the
development is considered to fail to respect the character and amenity of the
surrounding area. As such, the proposal is contrary to Policy 4: Special types of rural
land, and SG STRLtype1: Development in the coastal zone of the Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan 2012.

3.

While accepting that there is an identified need for sites to be provided for
Gypsy/Travellers, in this instance, due to the nature, character, layout, and
appearance of the development and cumulatively with the adjacent site in this open
coastal location, the development is considered to appreciably detract from the
character and appearance of the area. In addition, the development has not
demonstrated that it can be provided with adequate services in the form of foul
drainage facilities. As such, the development is considered to be contrary to Policy
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7: Other special needs housing, and SG SHN3: Gypsies/Travellers of the
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012.
4.

The site is located within the Kincardine Links Landscape Character Area which is
described as the flat coastal fringe which is vulnerable to development that would
alter its open character. Due to the nature, character, layout, and appearance of the
development in this open coastal location, the proposal is considered to represent a
form of development that is inappropriate to the landscape character of the area and
as such has an overall adverse impact on the composition and quality of the
landscape character, where this is largely unspoiled by obtrusive or discordant
features. By being located within the open coastal flood plain and where larger scale
development is generally set back from the cliff edge and coast on the elevated
terrain, the development is not considered to have respect for its wider landscape
setting. As such, the development is contrary to Policy 8: Layout, siting and design
of new development and SG LSD2: Layout, siting and design of new development,
and Policy 12: Landscape conservation and SG Landscape1: Landscape Character
of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012.

5.

The bund to the north-west boundary of the site has been formed on land which is
designated as part of the St. Cyrus and Kinnaber Links Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). The creation of this bund has an adverse effect on the natural
heritage qualities and interests of national importance within this part of the SSSI and
no details of how a restoration plan to mitigate the effects has been submitted and
agreed. No justification for the existence of the bund other than potential flood
protection has been submitted. As such, the development is contrary to Policy 11:
Natural heritage and SG Natural Environment1: Protection of nature conservation
sites of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012.

6.

The development is to be served by a series of private foul water drainage systems
draining to land within the site. Given the scale of the development at a 120
population equivalent (in combination with the adjacent site), and lack of information
in terms of hydrogeological assessment, this system is considered to be
inappropriate, particularly when the site is identified at risk of flooding, where subsurface soakaways will cease to be effective. It has therefore not been demonstrated
that satisfactory disposal of sewage can be achieved through connection to private
drainage infrastructure without negative impacts on amenity, public health or the
environment. As such, the development is contrary to Policy 9: Developer
contributions and SG Developer Contributions 3: Water and waste water drainage
infrastructure of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012.

(B)

Reference No: APP/2014/4121

Full Planning Permission For Erection of 1 No 250kW (up to 30.5m to Hub Height, 45m
to Blade Tip) Wind Turbine with Associated Infrastructure, Access Track,
Hardstanding and Electrical Cabinet at Land To North East Of Upper Criggie Farm,
Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire
Applicant:
Agent:

D & E Begg
SAC Consulting

A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members that the
application was being referred to the Area Committee following consultation with local
members.
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The senior Planning Officer presented the report advising that the key issue of concern, from
a planning perspective, was whether the proposed turbine’s siting would be acceptable in
relation to landscape and visual amenity. In this assessment consideration must be given to
the landscape as modified and not as it would have been prior to the development of wind
turbines over the last ten years. The Strategic Landscape Capacity Assessment for Wind
Energy in Aberdeenshire precluded this scale of medium turbine and advised that there was
limited capacity for anything other than small scale turbines in this area.
The developments at Hillhead of Auquhirie and Clochnahill comprised of two different turbine
models, in terms of scale and design. The introduction of another turbine of significant
varying scale within close proximity had the potential to result in a discordant and complex
appearance. Overall, the proposed wind turbine would add a new feature to the landscape,
in an area prominent from public views, and as such was considered to be contrary to Policy
3 Development in the Countryside SG Rural Development 2: Wind Farms and medium to
large wind turbines and Policy 12 Landscape conservation and SG Landscape1.
The Committee heard from Mr Moisey and Mr Begg in support of the application for reasons
of farm diversification, business sustainability and that the turbine would not be seen to
impact negatively on the character on the landscape.
The Committee agreed to delegated authority to the Head of Planning and Building
Standards to grant Full Planning Permission for the erection of one 250KW (up to 30.5m to
hub height, 45m to blade tip) wind turbine with associated infrastructure, access track, hard
standing and electrical cabinet at land to north east of Upper Criggie Farm, Stonehaven.
The reasons given were as follows:
1. The proposal would not adversely affect the landscape, either in its own right or
cumulatively, as there were already a number of turbines in the area,
2. The proposal offered a farm diversification opportunity, and
3. The proposal would offer economic benefit and sustainability to a rural business.
(C)

Reference No: APP/2014/0522

Full Planning Permission For Erection of 1 No. 800kW (55.6m to Hub Height, 79.6m to
Blade Tip) Wind Turbine and Associated Ancillary Infrastructure at Land to South of
Dendoldrum Farm, Inverbervie, Montrose
Applicant:
Agent:

Highfield Renewables LLP
Muirden Energy

A report by the Director of Infrastructure Services was circulated advising Members that the
report related to a planning application for a proposal which would represent a Development
Plan departure but was subject to a substantial body of support and therefore required to be
determined by the Area Committee, further the application was deferred by Members at the
Kincardine and Mearns Committee meeting of 10th February 2015 in order to receive further
information from Environmental Health in relation to noise assessment so that Members
could give full consideration to the application. A further consultation response had now
been provided by Infrastructure Services Environmental Health.
The Senior Planning Officer advised that the topography of the site meant that the turbine
would be highly visible from the settlement of Inverbervie and was also within close proximity
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of the allocated (H1) Housing site in Inverbervie, approximately 600m to the east. The
location of the turbine above the settlement of Inverbervie was considered to result in an
overbearing impact on the settlement.
Members were advised that the applicant's agent verbally stated at the previous Area
Committee meeting that this proposal was to replace two already consented wind turbines,
namely application references APP/2012/4007 and APP/2010/1101.
The earlier
consented turbines did not occupy the same site as the current application proposal. Due
to the different siting and the height of the 2 previously approved turbines, both at 45.7m to
tip, it was feasible that all three turbines could in theory be developed. In order to consider
the current proposal as a replacement application the previous approvals would have to be
formally revoked. The submitted Environmental Statement: Volume 1 makes no mention
of the proposal being a replacement for the earlier consented turbines. Further the
applicant would have to request the revocation of these earlier consents and to date they
have not done this nor have they advised that this was their intention.
It had been confirmed that the sound power levels of the proposed turbine would, in theory,
be quieter than the currently consented turbines mentioned, when operated at reduced
power at wind speeds above 7m/s. However, Infrastructure Services (Environmental Health)
had assessed the proposal and further to extensive discussions with the applicant's agent,
including assessing additional information submitted, they remained to be satisfied that the
information provided supported compliance with appropriately derived noise criteria or that
the proposal could meet the requisite noise levels. As such they recommend refusal of the
application.
The Committee agreed to delegate authority to the Head of Planning and Building
Standards to grant Full Planning Permission for the erection of one 800kW (55.6m to hub
height, 79.6m to blade tip) wind turbine and associated ancillary infrastructure at Land to
South of Dendoldrum Farm, Inverbervie, subject to the following:
1. Submission and approval of acceptable noise levels for the proposed single turbine,
2. The applicant formally applying for revocation of planning permissions APP/2012/4007
and APP/2010/1101 within fourteen days of the 24 March 2015, and
3. Planning permissions APP/2012/4007 and APP/2010/1101 being revoked.
The following reasons were given:
1. The proposal would not adversely affect the landscape either of its own right or
cumulatively as long as the two consented nearby turbines (APP/2012/4007 and
APP/2010/1101were not built,
2. The proposal offered a farm diversification opportunity, and
3. The proposal would offer economic benefit and sustainability to a rural business.

