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Environment & Infrastructure Services

REPORT TO BANFF AND BUCHAN AREA COMMITTEE – 30 AUGUST 2022
SCHOOL GATE PEAK TIME ROAD CLOSURE TRIAL
1

Executive Summary/ Recommendations

1.1

Executive Summary
This report outlines details of a proposed Peak Time Road Closure Trial for
Philorth Avenue and St Modan’s Place, Fraserburgh which aims to address
congestion and road safety concerns around Fraserburgh South Park Primary
School. The report also outlines the results of a community engagement
exercise that was held on the subject, during June 2022.

1.2

Recommendations
The Committee is recommended to: 1.

note the key findings of the community engagement, reflecting the
public feedback; and

2.

agree to support the peak time Road Closure Trial scheme for a
period of 18 months and allow the council to seek approval for an
ETRO (Experimental Traffic Regulation Order).

2

Decision Making Route

2.1

Aberdeenshire Council is committed to supporting sustainable and active
travel in line with the approach set out in the Council’s Local Transport
Strategy and the NESTRANS Regional Transport Strategy which consider
both the national and regional priorities around sustainable transport
provision.

2.2

The Council aims to deliver more local active and sustainable journeys via the
Integrated Travel Towns (ITT) project. Fraserburgh is a town within this
project. The Fraserburgh ITT Masterplan was agreed at Banff and Buchan
Area Committee on 12 June 2018 – Aberdeenshire Council – Committees and
Meetings - item 16.

2.3

An action within that masterplan sets out a desire to improve safety at
Fraserburgh South Park Primary to allow more pupils to take more journeys to
school actively. It has been identified through public consultation for the ITT
project and discussions with the school directly that the biggest barrier to
walking and cycling to school is the safety concerns that exist at the pressure
entry and exit points to the school.

2.4

Discussions with the school showed the issues were caused by the amount of
vehicles parking on Philorth Avenue and St Modan’s Place leading to a lack of
visible crossing opportunities for those entering and leaving the school.
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Residents also have expressed concerns in relation to accessing their
driveways during these peak school times.
2.5

Council Officers have worked with consultants to develop a road safety
scheme to alleviate the issues raised by the school. These plans were shared
and approved at Banff and Buchan Area Committee on the 17 Dec 2019 Aberdeenshire Council - Committees and Meetings item 13. However, after
subjecting the final design to diligence checks, issues relating to access for
larger vehicles including refuse trucks became apparent and were unable to
be resolved due to several access constraints in the area.

2.6

The options going forward were discussed with Ward 3 Members with the
suggestion that a peak time, road closure trial may work for Philorth Avenue
and St Modan’s Place, this was based upon similar schemes successfully
implemented in Perth and Kinross, and Edinburgh. This report focuses on this
scheme and the community engagement results surrounding this

3

Discussion

3.1

A peak time road closure scheme would see both Philorth Avenue and St
Modan’s place being closed to traffic for a set period in the morning during
school drop off, typically around one hour, and a set period in the afternoon
during school pick up. Appendix 3_Location Map, shows the exact location of
the proposed closure.

3.2

Only vehicles with permits and vehicles on the exempt list would have
permission to drive on these streets during these times. Those who would be
entitled to permits include school staff, residents, and business owners. Those
vehicles that would be exempt are emergency services, blue badge holders,
taxis, and delivery vehicles.

3.3

Information on how to obtain permits would be provided to those who require.
This would reduce the traffic on these streets. Flashing signage would be
erected at the end of each street and flash while the street closure is in
operation. Appendix 4_Signage, shows signage details. Police Scotland have
been in discussions and are willing to support implementing this scheme.
Information to all households would be sent, as well as packs of information
send home with each school users to describe the project, what the aims are,
and the location of safe parking within a short walk to school.

3.4

An online survey was created to gather the views of users on this scheme. A
letter explaining the scheme went out to all residents of Philorth Avenue and
St Modan’s Place and also surrounding neighboring streets and local
businesses. All school users, including parents/ carers and staff were invited
to take part in the consultation. 113 people responded to this survey. An in
person drop-in session was arranged for anyone who wished to ask further
questions. There were five visitors to his event. Two emails and two telephone
calls were also received in relation to this project.
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3.5

Attached as Appendix 2 is the community engagement report titled
‘Fraserburgh Trial School Street Closure’. The report outlines the key findings
from the community engagement exercise.

3.6

Around 10% of respondents were school staff, 37.8% were parents/ carers,
about 1% were local business, 18% were residents of streets affected, 23.4%
were residents of neighbouring streets and 9.9% were ‘other’.

3.7

The key points from the survey responses were that many people agreed that
removing vehicles from Philorth Avenue and St Modan’s Place during AM and
PM peak periods would be beneficial for pupil safety. 68 people out of 113
who responded strongly agreed, 20 agreed. Most people (73 strongly agreed
and a further 21 agreed) that this scheme would improve safety of young
people accessing the school.

3.8

When asked how much people felt the neighboring streets would be affected
by the street closure, 71 said they felt there would be significant impact. There
was a mixed response to whether people felt the scheme would have an
impact on drivers 19 strongly agreed it would not, while a further 18 agreed it
would. 29 neither agreed nor disagreed. 29 disagreed and believed it would
have an impact and 18 strongly disagreed.

3.9

Traffic monitoring will form a part of this scheme. Early traffic data gathering
was carried out to determine the level of parking capacity on Philorth Avenue
and also the surrounding streets. The results are illustrated in the table below.
From the table it can be seen that during the peak period (08:55), there are 21
vehicles parking at Philorth Avenue and St Modan’s East and West (cars are
not parking for more than 5 minutes, this time will increase slightly if they must
walk further to the school gate). This represents the typical number of vehicles
which will be displaced to surrounding streets with the introduction of the
proposal.
Number of
vehicles
parking on
this street
Existing
parking
08:45
08:50
08:55
(peak)
09:00
09:05
TOTAL

3.10

Philorth St Modan's St Modan's Total
Ave
Place
Place
(east)
(west)

Witchhill
Road

9

3

4

16

11

11
5
11

4
5
4

5
7
6

20
17
21

2
3
3

2
1
30

1
0
14

5
1
24

8
2
84

0
0
8

The parking survey on Witchhill Road confirms that there are typically 3 cars
parking during this peak period with total capacity of 25-30 parking
opportunities. From this it can be concluded that there is sufficient available
parking within the surrounding area to accommodate any displaced trips.
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3.11

Respondents were asked if this scheme would improve accessibility for
residents. 58 strongly agreed that it would, 27 agreed. 11 neither agreed nor
disagreed, 9 disagreed and 9 strongly disagreed. Respondents were asked if
the scheme would have a positive impact on businesses. 40 strongly agreed it
would, 20 agreed. 32 neither agreed nor disagreed, 15 disagreed, and 6
strongly disagreed.

3.12

When asked whether the scheme would improve air quality around the school
gate, 47 strongly agreed that it would, 33 agreed, 24 neither agreed nor
disagreed, 6 disagreed, and 3 strongly disagreed. There is currently an air
quality monitoring device erected outside the school to gather baseline air
quality data. Respondents were also asked if they believed this scheme would
lead to more families walking and cycling to school. 35 strongly believed it
would, 34 agreed. 20 neither agreed nor disagreed, 17 disagreed, and 7
strongly disagreed. The school are involved in the Annual Hands Up Survey,
this will help determine any changes in the school travel patterns. The school
also take part in a project called ‘WOW’ which stands for walk once a week.
This project monitors how pupils travel to school every week on an online
travel tracker. This data will provide more monitoring for the project.

3.13

Finally, respondents were asked if they would support this scheme. 79 said
they would, 22 said they would not, and 12 were unsure. Comments in
relation to the scheme were made and a full list of these can be found in
appendix 2.

3.14

The proposed scheme would be implemented on a trial basis, and it should be
noted that this would be the first of its kind for Aberdeenshire. Ongoing
monitoring and evaluation would form part of this project to determine
potential impacts of the scheme, both negative and positive. Due to the
concerns that have been raised by residents and school users regarding road
safety and parking issues, this scheme is believed to be the best solution to
address road safety concerns caused by vehicles at the peak points at the
school gate. Ongoing parking monitoring would need to form part of this trial
to determine the overall impact on parking this scheme would have on the
streets affected by the closure and neighboring streets.

4

Council Priorities, Implications and Risk

4.1

This report helps deliver the Strategic Priority “Health and Well-being” within
the Pillar “Our People” by encouraging active lifestyles and promoting wellbeing. This report helps deliver the Strategy Priority “Infrastructure” within the
Pillar “Our environment” supporting climate and sustainability.

4.2

These proposals would be supported by the Council’s own Local Transport
Strategy, the Regional Transport Strategy and National Strategies around
Transport and Active and Sustainable Travel as well as supporting the
Government’s approach to tackling Climate Change via reduced Carbon
Emissions from transport.
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4.3

The table below shows whether risks and implications apply if the
recommendation(s) is (are) agreed.
Subject
Financial
Staffing
Equalities and
Fairer Duty
Scotland
Climate Change
and Sustainability
Children and
Young People’s
Rights and
Wellbeing
Health and
Wellbeing
Town Centre First

4.4

Yes

No

N/A

X
X
IIA attached as Appendix 1

IIA attached as Appendix 1
IIA attached as Appendix 1

IIA attached as Appendix 1
X

The financial implications are:


The Scottish Government has committed to doubling its investment in Active
Travel to £115m. Aberdeenshire Council will continue to work with partners to
try and secure match funding for the investment required. Aberdeenshire
Council received an annual capital grant in the form of the Cycling, Walking
and Safer Routes fund which can used to fund, or part fund the project.



50% costs of the signage and mapping elements associated with any
proposed route will be met from the Smarter Choices Smarter Places grant
funded programme. The match funding required will be met from the Strategy
Initiatives Capital Program Cycling and Walking budget.

4.5

There are no staffing implications and the work for this project will be taken
forward in line with current work commitments to support active and
sustainable travel to support the Council’s own commitments around active
travel and sustainability.

4.6

An integrated impact assessment has been carried out as part of the
development of the proposals set out above. No negative impacts have been
identified and the integrated impact assessment is included as Appendix 1.


There are 7 positive impacts, these are as follows:
o Under Children’s Rights and Wellbeing, Wellbeing Indictors, a positive
impact will be made on; Safe, Healthy and Active
o Under Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty, a positive impact will be made
on; Age (younger).
o Under Health Equalities, Health Behaviours, a positive impact will be
made on; Exercise and Physical Activity.
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o
o

4.7

Under Sustainability and Climate Change, Emissions and Resources, a
positive impact will be made on; low carbon transition
Under Sustainability and Climate Change, Biodiversity and Resilience, a
positive impact will be made on; Quality of environment.

The following Risks have been identified as relevant to this matter on a
Corporate Level: Link to risk register page on website
ACORP001 Budget
Pressures
ACORP005 Working with
other organisations
ACORP007 Social risk
ACORP010 Environmental
Challenges

Officers will seek to maximise external
funding. The delivery programme can be
extended as dictated by funding availability.
Officers will feed in updates on this project
into existing communications meetings with
partners
The Proposal aims to support and deliver on
social inclusion policies around travel.
The proposal will support more active and
sustainable travel in and across our
communities.

The following Risks have been identified as relevant to this matter on a
Strategic Level:
Risk
ISSR001 Active Travel
ISSR004 Climate Change

Explanation/Mitigation
Active travel is at the heart of the overall
Strategic Cycle Route approach.
Supporting Active and Sustainable travel by
providing infrastructure, promotion and
encouragement will help the Council to
deliver on its Climate Change obligations.

5

Scheme of Governance

5.1

The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Business Services have
been consulted in the preparation of this and had no comments to make and
are satisfied that the report complies with the Scheme of Governance and
relevant legislation.

5.2

The Committee is able to consider [and take a decision on] this item in terms
of Section B.1.1.1 of the List of Committee Powers in Part 2A of the Scheme
of Governance as the matter is specific to its area not otherwise properly
delegated to any other committee.

Alan Wood
Director of Environment & Infrastructure Services
Report prepared by Joanna Stewart, Strategy Development Officer
10th August 2022
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.
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.
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Section

1. Overview

.

This document has been generated from information entered into the Integrated Impact
Assessment system.
The aim of this project is to reduce congestion around Fraserburgh South Park school and
increase safety opportunities for pupils accessing the school. To achieve this, it is proposed to
close both Philorth Avenue and St Modans Place at peak times during school drop off and
school pick up. The roads will be closed to all traffic, except those who are exempt or have been
issued with a permit. An ETRO (experimental traffic regulation order) would be created to take
forward this project. The ETRO would last 18 months in which time monitoring and evaluation of
the scheme would take place and a decision would be made to decide whether to end the project
or implemented a TRO on an permanent bases. Perception surveys have already taken place with
school users, school staff, residents of affected streets, residents of neighbouring streets and
local businesses to determine their views on the proposed scheme.
During screening 5 of 10 questions indicated that detailed assessments were required, the
screening questions and their answers are listed in the next section. This led to 4 out of 5
detailed impact assessments being completed. The assessments required are:
• Childrens' Rights and Wellbeing
• Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty
• Health Inequalities
• Sustainability and Climate Change
In total there are 7 positive impacts as part of this activity. There are 0 negative impacts, all
impacts have been mitigated.
A detailed action plan with 4 points has been provided.
This assessment has been approved by ewan.wallace@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.
The remainder of this document sets out the details of all completed impact assessments.
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Section

2. Screening

.

Could your activity / proposal / policy cause an impact in one (or more) of the
identified town centres?

No

Would this activity / proposal / policy have consequences for the health and
wellbeing of the population in the affected communities?

Yes

.

.

Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect greenhouse gas Yes
emissions (CO2e) in the Council or community and / or the procurement, use or
disposal of physical resources?

.

Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect the resilience to
extreme weather events and/or a changing climate of Aberdeenshire Council or
community?

No

Does the activity / proposal / policy have the potential to affect the
environment, wildlife or biodiversity?

No

Does the activity / proposal / policy have an impact on people and / or groups
with protected characteristics?

Yes

Is this activity / proposal / policy of strategic importance for the council?

Yes

Does this activity / proposal / policy reduce inequality of outcome?

No

Does this activity / proposal / policy have an impact on children / young
people’s rights?

No

Does this activity / proposal / policy have an impact on children / young
people’s wellbeing?

Yes

Section

3. Impact Assessments

Children's Rights and Wellbeing

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

No Negative Impacts Identified

.

Climate Change and Sustainability

No Negative Impacts Identified

.

Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty

.

.

.

.

Only Some Negative Impacts Can Be
Mitigated
.

Health Inequalities

No Negative Impacts Identified

.

Town Centre's First

.

Not Required

.

.
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Section

Section

4. Childrens' Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment

.

4.1. Wellbeing Indicators

.

Indicator

Positive

.

Safe

,

positive,

Healthy

,

positive,

Yes

Healthy, neutral, No.

Healthy, negative, No.

Healthy, unknown, No.

Yes

Achieving, negative, No.

Achieving, unknown, No.

Yes

Nurtured, negative, No.

Nurtured, unknown, No.

Active, negative, No.

Active, unknown, No.

Respected, negative, No.

Respected, unknown, No.

Responsible, negative, No.

Responsible, unknown, No.

Included, negative, No.

Included, unknown, No.

.

.

Nurtured

positive, No.

Achieving, neutral,

Nurtured, neutral,

positive,

Respected

.

.

Yes

Active, neutral, No.

.

positive, No.

,

Respected, neutral,

Responsible

positive, No.

Included

positive, No.

,

Yes

Responsible, neutral,

,

.

Yes
positive, No.

,

Negative Unknown
Safe, unknown, No.

Achieving
Active

.

Safe, negative, No.

,

Included, neutral,

.

Yes

.

Yes

.

4.2. Positive Impacts

.

Impact Area
Impact Area

Impact Area

Impact Area

Section

Neutral
Safe, neutral, No.

,

Section

.

Impact

Active

The main barrier people state for not walking or cycling to school
is safety at the school gate. Safety will be addressed with this
project therefore creating safer opportunities for people to walk
and cycle
Impact

Healthy

Restricting cars from parking on streets around schools will
require drivers to park further away and walk children the
remaining bit to school. The air quality around the school is also
being monitored to determine whether there will be a positive
impact in the area if a reduction in car use takes place.
Impact

Safe

This scheme is looking to close the road outside the school in
response to congestion and road safety concerns. This would
lead to a reduction in car traffic at the point where children are
entering and exiting the school to provide a safer environment at
these points of high pedestrian movement made by children.
Impact

4.3. Evidence
Type

.

Source

It says?

It Means?
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Type
External
Data
Evidence Type

Source
sustrans school
street project
Evidence Source

Internal
Community
Consultation engagement on
the proposed
street closure
scheme
Evidence Type

Section

Evidence Source

It says?
Sustrans have been involved
in implementing and
monitoring similar road
closure schemes across the
UK under their School Street
project. Their research that
has been gathered from
these projects show a school
street closure will lead to an
increase in walking and
cycling to school. https://
www.sustrans.org.uk/ourblog/projects/2019/uk-wide/
sustrans-school-streets
The evidence says:

A community engagement
exercise was carried out to
seek the views of the
proposed scheme. School
staff, as well as parents and
carers, local businesses and
residents were invited to take
part in the survey to give
their views. out of 111
respondents, 68 strongly
agreed that this scheme
would be beneficial to pupils
safety. 35 strongly agreed
and a further 34 agreed of
respondents stated that the
scheme would increase the
number of people walking
and cycling to school.
The evidence says:

It Means?
This means that those who
have to drive to school park
further away from the school
and walk, some who are
currently driving short
distances may switch their
mode of transport to walking
or cycling.
The evidence means:

This supports the initial
discussions we have had
with the school and parent
council group that the main
barrier to active travel is
safety.
The evidence means:

4.4. Accounting for the Views of Children and Young People

.

The concerns have been raised directly from the school, the school body have continually been
involved in plans and options to creater a safer environment at the school gate. Various school
meetings have taken place to discuss proposed options for the street outside the school and to
seek the views of the school users on how they think each project would work. Past schemes
that have been presented to the school have not fitted the brief on increasing safety. The road
closure scheme has been supported by the school and parent council body. All school users
have had the opportunity to provide their comments on this scheme through online survey which
was sent out through the school, hard copies were available and council reps attending the
school to discuss in person how the scheme would work,

Section

4.5. Promoting the Wellbeing of Children and Young People

.

The main aim of this project is to address the safety concerns that have been raised by the
school around congestion and road safety at the school gate. The perception that the school
gate is an unsafe environment causes a barrier for families or wish to walk or cycle to school. By
reducing the congestion, at the key points where children are entering and exiting the school will
reduce any potential conflict between vehicle and child and create a safer environment to allow
Generated automatically from the Integrated Impact Assessment system, assessment ID: IIA-000739. Page 5 of 15.
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children to walk or cycle to school

Section

4.6. Upholding Children and Young People's Rights

.

The ongoing issues at the school have raised concerns in regards to safety for children entering
and exiting the school. The road is narrow, there are lots of parked cars with many more cars
parking in unsuitable areas around the school, sometimes on pavements and zig zag markings.
This has created safety concerns for children. This scheme addresses these concerns that have
been raised by the school.

Section

4.7. Overall Outcome

.

No Negative Impacts Identified.
By reducing vehicles at the school gate, no negative impacts on children's wellbeing have been
identified.
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5. Equalities and Fairer Scotland Duty Impact
Assessment
Section

.

Section

5.1. Protected Groups

.

Indicator

Positive

.

Age (Younger)
Age (Older)

,

positive,

.

Yes

,

Age (Older), neutral,

Disability

positive, No.

Race

positive, No.

Disability, neutral,

,

Race, neutral,

Religion or Belief

positive, No.

Sex

positive, No.

,

Sex, neutral,

Yes

Yes

Disability, negative, No.

Disability, unknown, No.

Race, negative, No.

Race, unknown, No.

Religion or Belief, negative, No.

Religion or Belief, unknown, No.

Sex, negative, No.

Sex, unknown, No.

Pregnancy and Maternity, negative, No.

Pregnancy and Maternity, unknown, No.

Sexual Orientation, negative, No.

Sexual Orientation, unknown, No.

Gender Reassignment, negative, No.

Gender Reassignment, unknown, No.

Marriage or Civil Partnership, negative, No.

Marriage or Civil Partnership, unknown, No.

.

Yes

.

Yes

.

Yes

positive, No.

,

Marriage or Civil Partnership, neutral,

.

Yes

.

.

Positive

Low income

positive, No.

Low wealth

positive, No.

,

.

Neutral
Low income, neutral,

,

Low wealth, neutral,

.

Yes
Yes

Low wealth, negative, No.

Low wealth, unknown, No.

Material deprivation, negative, No.

Material deprivation, unknown, No.

Area deprivation, negative, No.

Area deprivation, unknown, No.

Socioeconomic background, negative, No.

Socioeconomic background, unknown, No.

.

.

positive, No.

Area deprivation, neutral,

.

Yes

.

Yes

positive, No.

,

Negative Unknown
Low income, unknown, No.

Material deprivation, neutral,

,

.

Low income, negative, No.

positive, No.

,

Socioeconomic background

Age (Older), unknown, No.

.

Gender Reassignment, neutral,

.

Material deprivation

Age (Older), negative, No.

.

.

positive, No.

Indicator

Socioeconomic background, neutral,

.

Yes

.

5.3. Positive Impacts

.

Impact Area
Impact Area

Section

Yes

Sexual Orientation, neutral,

5.2. Socio-economic Groups

Age (Younger), unknown, No.

.

positive, No.

,

,

Section

Yes

Pregnancy and Maternity, neutral,

Marriage or Civil Partnership

.

Age (Younger), negative, No.

.

positive, No.

,

Gender Reassignment

Area deprivation

Yes

Religion or Belief, neutral,

,

Sexual Orientation

Negative Unknown

.

positive, No.

Pregnancy and Maternity

.

Age (Younger), neutral, No.

,

Section

Neutral

Impact

Age (Younger)

Young people are often more at risk from traffic than adults.
Until the age of 8 children can not judge speed and distance in
the way same ad adult can. Young children will also have more
issues seeing and being seen while crossing through parked cars
than a fully grown adult, being more at risk to oncoming traffic
while crossing the road. By reducing the vehicles on the street, it
will create safer opportunities for children to cross the street to
enter the school gate. Young people are also more inexperienced
when dealing with traffic and although when accompanied and
therefore more at risk.
Impact

5.4. Evidence
Type

.

Source

It says?
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Type
External
Data
Evidence Type

External
Data
Evidence Type

Section

Source

It says?

Royal society for
prevention of
accidents
Evidence Source

sustrans school
street research
study
Evidence Source

5.5. Information Gaps

It Means?

Young people are more at risk of traffic being
young, in experienced and smaller than adults
which will reduce their visibility, so creating safe
opportunities for young people to cross the road,
reducing dangers such as implementing
crossings, road markers or even suggested a
road closure scheme will help to reduce the risk
to young people
The evidence says:

https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/61d570b3a2957b5f755587d2/
t/62cd913f26033677391b97a2/1657639242158/
SUSTRANS+RST+School+Streets+and+Traffic
+Displacement+Technical+Report+v5.0+July
+2022.pdf sustrans have carried out a report on
school traffic displacement. The research shows
that displacing traffic increases road safety
around the school and does not decrease road
safety on neighbouring streets.
The evidence says:

road closures sch
positive examples
people
The evidence means:

There is a percept
from the closed st
move the road saf
the next but resea
that the traffic tha
location, which wa
school, where all p
highest, it dispurts
where pedestrian
The evidence means:

.

This is a trial project, it is difficult to fully understand the nature of drivers behaviour and where
they will choose to park if the street in front of the school is closed. We predict a reduction in
vehicles at the school creating a safer environment and looking at research studies from other
projects, it is predicted that neighbouring streets affected do not increase road safety issues but
the trial will need to take into account traffic monitoring to determine whether this is the case.
Information Gap

Section

5.6. Measures to fill Information Gaps

.

Measure

Timescale

Traffic monitoring before and after the trial to determine the level of
vehicles parking on neighbouring streets to understand the increase
in traffic here
Measure

Section

5.7. Engagement with affected groups

over the year of the
trial project
Timescale

.

The concerns have been raised directly from the school, the school body have continually been
involved in plans and options to create a safer environment at the school gate. Various school
meetings have taken place to discuss proposed options for the street outside the school and to
seek the views of the school users on how they think each project would work. Past schemes
that have been presented to the school have not fitted the brief on increasing safety. The road
closure scheme has been supported by the school and parent council body. All school users
have had the opportunity to provide their comments on this scheme through online survey which
was sent out through the school, hard copies were available and council reps attending the
school to discuss in person how the scheme would work. Along with school users, this scheme
will affect residents and local businesses. Local residents have also raised concerns in regards
to accessing their driveways during school hours and have been engaged in this projects
proposals. Neighbouring streets, who may feel the impact of increased traffic if the street
closure is to go ahead have also been involved in the process and given the opportunity to cast
their opinion.

Section

5.8. Ensuring engagement with protected groups

.
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Letters were sent to all residents of affected and neighbouring streets outlining the proposal and
what impact this would have in terms of access, permits etc. each letter contained a link to a
survey and contact details. Also contained details of when officers would be on site to discuss
the project face to face. all school users were invited in attend and take part in the survey
promoted through the school. Much research and discussions as well as site visits to other
local authorities who have run similar schemes has taken place to see how they have
implemented their schemes and how they have gone about this.

Section

5.9. Evidence of engagement

.

Sustrans, Moray Council, Perth and Kinross have all been in discussion with on how to space
Aberdeenshires projects. although there are many school street closure examples, these two
neighbouring local authorities have similar geographical characteristics to Aberdeenshire. A
consultant WSP has also been involved with the development of this project who have a great
deal of experience developing these projects. School users and residents drove the discussions
on creating this project, with their experiences at the school gate in mind helped shape this
potential solution.

Section

5.10. Overall Outcome

.

Only Some Negative Impacts Can Be Mitigated.
It is predicted that road safety will improve on the affected streets where pedestrian movement
is greatest. If vehicles are seen to ignoring the street closure, this is enforceable by law, police
Scotland have been involved in the project and willing to offer support. If it is deemed that road
safety is an issue on neighbouring streets, measures such as built outs, parking restrictions etc
can be looked at in areas of concern. regular discussions will be on going with the school
through the project trial to determine all impacts, positive and negative.
This project is a trial and the first for Aberdeenshire. Looking at research from other projects, the
perception is that traffic will increase in neighbouring streets and that road safety will become an
issue there, this is then rarely the case and post trial perception surveys show a decrease in this
view. A trial is just that and an opportunities to determine what the impacts will be.

Section

5.11. Improving Relations

.

Continuous communication with all skateholders. Progress meetings with the school to
determine the affects of the trial. discussions with police scotland on levels of vehicles miss
using the system. An opportunity for residents to leave comments through out the trial. Traffic
monitoring, website with up to date information on the trial.

Section

5.12. Opportunities of Equality

.

The project creates a safer environment at the school gate for all pupils. Children should not be
at risk, or feel at risk due to poor driver behaviour and should be able to access the school gate in
a safe way. Residents should be able to access their driveways and properties.
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Section

Section

6. Health Inequalities Impact Assessment

.

6.1. Health Behaviours

.

Indicator

Positive

.

Healthy eating

,

,

positive,

Negative Unknown
.

Healthy eating, negative, No.

Healthy eating, unknown, No.

Exercise and physical activity, negative, No.

Exercise and physical activity, unknown, No.

Yes

Substance use – tobacco, negative, No.

Substance use – tobacco, unknown, No.

Yes

Substance use – alcohol, negative, No.

Substance use – alcohol, unknown, No.

Substance use – drugs, negative, No.

Substance use – drugs, unknown, No.

Mental health, negative, No.

Mental health, unknown, No.

.

Exercise and physical activity, neutral, No.

.

Substance use – tobacco

positive, No.

Substance use – alcohol

positive, No.

Substance use – drugs

positive, No.

Mental health

positive, No.

Substance use – tobacco, neutral,

,

Substance use – alcohol, neutral,

,

Substance use – drugs, neutral,

,

.

Yes

Yes

,

Mental health, neutral,

.

.

Yes

Yes

.

.

6.2. Positive Impacts

.

Impact Area

Impact

Exercise and physical
activity
Impact Area

Section

Neutral
Healthy eating, neutral,

Exercise and physical activity

Section

.

positive, No.

6.3. Evidence
Type

This scheme is looking to close the road outside the school in
response to congestion and road safety concerns. This would
lead to a reduction in car traffic at the point where children are
entering and exiting the school to provide a safer environment at
these points of high pedestrian movement made by children. By
restricting cars from parking on streets around schools will
require drivers to park further away and walk children the
remaining bit to school. The air quality around the school is also
being monitored to determine whether there will be a positive
impact in the area if a reduction in car use takes place. The main
barrier people state for not walking or cycling to school is safety
at the school gate. Safety will be addressed with this project
therefore creating safer opportunities for people to walk and
cycle.
Impact

.

Source

It says?

It Means?
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Type
Evidence Type

Section

Source

Internal Data community
engagement
exercise
Evidence Source

6.4. Overall Outcome

It says?

It Means?

The evidence says:

The evidence means:

A community engagement
exercise was carried out to
seek the views of the
proposed scheme. School
staff, as well as parents and
carers, local businesses and
residents were invited to take
part in the survey to give
their views. out of 111
respondents, 68 strongly
agreed that this scheme
would be beneficial to pupils
safety. 35 strongly agreed
and a further 34 agreed of
respondents stated that the
scheme would increase the
number of people walking
and cycling to school.

This supports the initial
discussions we have had
with the school and parent
council group that the main
barrier to active travel is
safety.

.

No Negative Impacts Identified.
The road closure will have no negative impact on physical health
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Section

Section

7. Sustainability and Climate Change Impact Assessment
7.1. Emissions and Resources

.

Indicator

Positive

.

Consumption of energy
Energy efficiency
Energy source

.

,

Consumption of energy, neutral,

positive, No.

,

Energy efficiency, neutral,

positive, No.

,

Energy source, neutral,

Low carbon transition

,

positive,

positive, No.

Waste and circularity

positive, No.

Consumption of energy, unknown, No.

Energy efficiency, negative, No.

Energy efficiency, unknown, No.

Energy source, negative, No.

Energy source, unknown, No.

Low carbon transition, negative, No.

Low carbon transition, unknown, No.

Consumption of physical resources, negative, No.

Consumption of physical resources, unknown, No.

Waste and circularity, negative, No.

Waste and circularity, unknown, No.

Circular economy transition, negative, No.

Circular economy transition, unknown, No.

Economic and social transition, negative, No.

Economic and social transition, unknown, No.

.

.

Yes

Waste and circularity, neutral,

.

Yes

.

Yes

.

positive, No.

,

Circular economy transition, neutral,

Yes

positive, No.

,

Economic and social transition, neutral,

.

Yes

.

7.2. Biodiversity and Resilience

.

Indicator

Positive

.

Quality of environment

,

positive,

Quantity of environment
Wildlife and biodiversity

.

Neutral

Yes

Quantity of environment, neutral,

positive, No.

Wildlife and biodiversity, neutral,

positive, No.

,

Infrastructure resilience, neutral,

positive, No.

,

Council resilience, neutral,

Community resilience

positive, No.

Adaptation

positive, No.

,

Adaptation, neutral,

Yes

.

Quality of environment, negative, No.

Quality of environment, unknown, No.

Quantity of environment, negative, No.

Quantity of environment, unknown, No.

Wildlife and biodiversity, negative, No.

Wildlife and biodiversity, unknown, No.

Infrastructure resilience, negative, No.

Infrastructure resilience, unknown, No.

Council resilience, negative, No.

Council resilience, unknown, No.

Community resilience, negative, No.

Community resilience, unknown, No.

Adaptation, negative, No.

Adaptation, unknown, No.

.

Yes

.

Yes

.

Yes

Community resilience, neutral,

,

Negative Unknown

.

,

Council resilience

.

Quality of environment, neutral, No.

positive, No.

,

Infrastructure resilience

.

Yes

.

Yes

.

7.3. Positive Impacts

.

Impact Area
Impact Area

Impact Area

Section

Yes
Low carbon transition, neutral, No.

,

Section

.

Consumption of energy, negative, No.

.

Consumption of physical resources, neutral,

Economic and social transition

Negative Unknown

.

Consumption of physical resources
Circular economy transition

.

Yes

Yes

,

Section

Neutral

positive, No.

Impact

Quality of environment

Low carbon transition

7.4. Evidence
Type

Reducing vehicles will have a positive impact on the environment
around the school gate. If the project also encourage more
people to walk to cycle to school, this will also have a positive
impact on the wider environment.
Impact

The reduction in vehicles around the school gate may have a
positive improvement on air quality on the street. while it is not
predicted that air quality is currently at a dangerous level,
removing cars at the times where young people are gathering to
enter the school, it is hoped will have a positive impact.
Impact

.

Source

It says?

It Means?
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Type
Evidence Type

Section

Source

It says?

Internal Data air quality
sensors

an air quality sensor kit has
been installed outside
Fraserburgh South Park
school to determine the level
of air polutants that are
being emitted when vehicles
are currently allowed on the
street during drop off and
pick up time. it is hoped that
pollutant levels will decrease
if vehicles are restricted.

Evidence Source

7.5. Overall Outcome

The evidence says:

It Means?
it would determine how
much school traffic
contributes to poor air quality
around schools
The evidence means:

.

No Negative Impacts Identified.
Removing vehicles from around the school will have no negative impact on the air quality or the
environment.

Generated automatically from the Integrated Impact Assessment system, assessment ID: IIA-000739. Page 13 of 15.

Item No. 8
Page No. 229

Section

8. Action Plan

.

Planned Action

Details

Post perception surveys with
school users, residents and
local businesses

Lead Officer

Planned Action

Air quality monitoring.
Monitoring the level of pollants
before a street closure scheme
in enforced to allow for baseline
data
Planned Action

Joanna Stewart

Repeating Activity No
Planned Start

Wednesday June 01, 2022

Planned Finish

Friday July 01, 2022

Expected
Outcome

Gather perceptions of the scheme prior
to implementation. Results were as
expected from previous studies. Some
support from school users, some
unsupportive. Residents of affected
streets supportive, some residents of
neighbouring streets unsupportive.

Resource
Implications

Staff time

Lead Officer

Joanna Stewart

Repeating Activity No
Planned Start

Wednesday June 01, 2022

Planned Finish

Thursday June 01, 2023

Expected
Outcome

a decrease on air pollants at the peak
school drop off and pick up times

Resource
Implications

this is part of a wider trial which was
funded through the 'internet of things'
project' no cost for 12 months

traffic monitoring surveys. more Lead Officer
details traffic surveys of streets Repeating Activity
and neighbouring streets
Planned Start
before, during and after trial
Planned Finish
Planned Action

Joanna Stewart
No
Thursday September 15, 2022
Saturday July 01, 2023

Expected
Outcome

Determine traffic levels on affected and
neighbouring streets. Predict a
decrease in school closure streets and
an increase in neighbouring streets

Resource
Implications

staff time and external support
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Planned Action

Details

post perception surveys. after
the trial redo the perception
surveys to determine whether
there are any changes to
peoples opinions of the project
once it has been in place for 12
months. This survey will
determine whether the project
can become permanent or if the
trial is to end and the street
return to pre trial.

Lead Officer

Planned Action

Joanna Stewart

Repeating Activity No
Planned Start

Thursday June 01, 2023

Planned Finish

Saturday July 01, 2023

Expected
Outcome

Research shows from other similar trials
that perceptions do change in some
users groups from pre trial to then
towards the end of the trial.

Resource
Implications

Staff time
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SURVEY QUESTIONS
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Q1

Please select which group you represent

11 (9.9%)
11 (9.9%)
42 (37.8%)
26 (23.4%)
42 (37.8%)
26 (23.4%)

11 (9.9%)
20 (18.0%)
20 (18.0%)

1 (0.9%)

11 (9.9%)

1 (0.9%)

Question options
My child/ren attend the school

I work at the school

My business is local to the school

I am a resident of St Modans Place/ Philorth Ave (street closure section)

Optional question (111 response(s), 2 skipped)
Question type: Dropdown Question
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I am a resident close to the school

Other
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Q2

Do you agree that removing vehicles from Philorth Avenue and St Modan's Place during

AM and PM peak periods will be beneficial to pupil safety?

75
68
70

65

60

55

50

45

40

35

30

25

20

20

15

11

10

10

5

5

Question options
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly Disagree
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Q3

How far do you agree with the statement: The road closure scheme will have a positive

impact on my daily life.

50

47

45

40

35

30
26

25

20
16
15
15
10
10

5

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q4

How much of an impact do you feel that traffic in neighbouring streets will be affected by

the road closure on Philorth Avenue and St Modans Place

80

71

70

60

50

40

31

30

20

7

10

5

Question options
Significant impact

Slight Impact

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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No Impact

Unsure

Item No. 8
Page No. 237
Fraserburgh Trial School Street Closure : Survey Report for 04 February 2021 to 17 July 2022

Q5

How far do you agree with the following statement? The road closure scheme will

improve the safety of young people accessing the school.

80
73

70

60

50

40

30

21

20

9
7

10

4

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q6

How far do you agree with the following statement? The road closure scheme will have

no impact on drivers.

32
29

30

29

28

26

24

22
19

20

18

18

18

16

14

12

10

8

6

4

2

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question

Page 7 of 22

Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q7

How far do you agree with the following statement? The road closure scheme will

provide a more accessible street for residents

65
58

60

55

50

45

40

35

27

30

25

20

15

11
9

10

5

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree

9
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Q8

How far do you agree with the following statement? More people walking to the school

will have a positive effect for local businesses.

45

40
40

35

32

30

25

20
20

15
15

10
6

5

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q9

How far do you agree with the following statement? The road closure scheme will

improve school gate air quality.

50

47

45

40

33

35

30

24
25

20

15

10
6

3

5

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (112 response(s), 1 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q10

How far do you agree with the following statement? The road closure scheme will lead

to more families choosing to walk or cycle to school

40

35
34
35

30

25

20
20
17

15

10
7

5

Question options
Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Q11

Overall do you support the School Street Closure Trial?

90

79
80

70

60

50

40

30
22

20
12

10

Question options
Yes

No

Unsure

Optional question (113 response(s), 0 skipped)
Question type: Checkbox Question
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Q12

Please use this space to provide any comments you have in regards to this trial scheme

Anonymous

Great idea hope it goes ahead

6/09/2022 12:37 PM

Anonymous

I live in phingask road and the street is already full with cars at school

6/09/2022 12:40 PM

times having road closures with cause more issues in the streets
around the school which will just move the issue to another area
close to the school

Anonymous

I think it is a great idea. My husband and myself both dont drive so

6/09/2022 12:52 PM

my daughter walks to school, she is in P6 now and I have just this
year let her start walking to school on her own due to how bad it gets
at the school with other parents/carers parking and driving. It is
especially bad when its raining and everyone thinks they need to stop
right at the school gates.

Anonymous
6/09/2022 12:55 PM

The 2 finishing times for school has made a big difference on
congestion already. But still people parking over drives & double
yellow lines & in school car park will never change

Anonymous

Always seems to be the same people abusing the parking. They just

6/09/2022 12:58 PM

don't listen if you ask them to move and park elsewhere. I fully
approve this trial taking place.

Anonymous

I totally agree with this idea but do have concerns about the traffic

6/09/2022 01:11 PM

then parking in neighbouring streets which are just as narrow and
children walking out from between parked cars as, with the best will in
the world, some selfish people will still park dangerously albeit not at
the school gate. The sheer volume of people, both adults and
children, and vehicles exiting the school grounds and surrounding
area at the same time is not going to change.

Anonymous

Closing these streets will put more pressure on the other surrounding

6/09/2022 01:15 PM

streets.People using their cars for a reason.The Safety of children is
important and i saw so many issues with drivers around the
school.The problem is there is no suitable parking spaces in the
whole Fraserburgh not only schools.This is just another waste of
time,money and efforts.
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Anonymous

I am also resident of neighbouring street. Our street is bad enough

6/09/2022 01:27 PM

with congestion at school times this will just bring more. If this is the
case we would like to see bumps or 20mph speed limit signs as the
speed of some of these cars is horrendous and unsafe for our kids
that stay in the streets. So we feel closing Phil or the avenue will just
bring the problem to neighbouring streets

Anonymous

Great idea, the roads outside South park are not safe for children and

6/09/2022 01:28 PM

have no lollipop man/lady so trial and error for anything that makes
this street safer for children

Anonymous

As a resident of Phingask Road and aswel as a parent of a child that

6/09/2022 02:05 PM

goes to South Park. The cars parked outside our house blocking our
drive is ridiculous. Also the speeds that some of the cars drive down
our street and Provost Milne drive everyday to get to school is a joke.
I’m surprised there’s not been a child run down yet and it’s the same
ones everyday. There really needs to be a safe crossing point on
Provist Milne drive at the bottom of Philorth Ave to let all the kids
cross safely.

Anonymous

The school drop off and pick up times is extremely dangerous. As

6/09/2022 02:14 PM

always the same people parking on double yellow lines etc and the
odd fast car when people are running late. Police come up now and
again but the high visibility clothing makes them stand out so people
won’t park as badly. The system is a great idea, I do however think
people will still please themselves unless cameras were attached to
issue fines. Or police undercover would catch the main culprits.
Would be great to walk across the road though knowing you are not
going to get mowed down. Or parents circling round and round so
their older children can just jump onto the car to save them even
parking.

Anonymous
6/09/2022 02:44 PM

It is an exciting trial and I look forward to it having a positive impact.
The safety of our children is paramount and far outweighs peoples
parking convenience. There is a nursery in the school, children can
be difficult to control at the best of times and even with people parked
legally on the streets and driving at the speed limit, there is still a risk
that a child could be run over. I hope that this trial goes ahead and
spearheads a safety initiative for all Aberdeenshire schools. If the trail
does not go ahead, could I please make the suggestion that we have
the grass island at St Modans Place turned into a small car park?

Anonymous
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I do not support this because I fear that car drivers will park in others
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streets close by and thus causing disruption, and also not everyone
on phlorth avenue has a drive way to park their car, so will this mean
they will be unable to park outside their house through the day?
Would speed bumps not be a much better idea?

Anonymous

I am very supportive of this scheme especially after seeing first hand

6/09/2022 04:11 PM

the chaos from both a drivers and pedestrian perspective including
several near miss incidents.

Anonymous

I would like to know how many accidents involving school children

6/09/2022 04:58 PM

there have been.

Anonymous

Think it’s a fab idea!

6/09/2022 05:53 PM

Anonymous

I live on a neighbouring street and I feel that there will be more cars

6/09/2022 07:17 PM

parked on my street. The road at school time is busy enough and I
think they would need a lollipop person for kids crossing the road. I’m
all for school street closure trial. We walk everyday!

Anonymous

I live in a neighbouring street and I feel that there be more cars

6/09/2022 07:19 PM

parked on our street because this trial won’t encourage people to
walk or cycle to school. I am all for the school street closer trial.

Anonymous

The area is really busy in the lunchtime drop offs and end of the

6/10/2022 12:26 AM

school day. I lived across from the school for a few years and as a
resident it really wasn’t a problem. I have 2 younger children that
don’t attend school yet and they come with me on school runs. My
child is too young to walk to school on her own so in the winter if we
are having to walk from say queens road they are all going to get
soaked on the school run. I feel the problem is only getting moved to
a different area. Is it really that much of a problem the way it is at the
moment?

Anonymous

Many parents will still need cars for going to work after dropping off

6/10/2022 07:10 AM

children so other streets will become congested. It will work for a
while but the council will no doubt get complaints from near by streets
where cars will choose to start parking? Pity there wasn't a car park
where there is all that grass at St.Modans. Seems a wasted part of
ground having just grass and a tree.
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Anonymous

Although safer around the school, it will push traffic congestion onto

6/10/2022 07:18 AM

surrounding streets, it needs to be properly enforced.

Anonymous

I find it a worry and a big safety concern for the children trying to

6/10/2022 07:40 AM

cross the roads beside the school due to the amount of traffic. I think
if nothing is done it's just a matter of time before there is a serious
accident. So I think this trial is a good idea.

Anonymous

I think this is a very good proposal for all the reasons stayed above

6/11/2022 10:01 AM

as have witnessed children be knocked down/ near misses a number
of times due to the congestion . As a resident this scheme would
allow me to drive out to my work easier too as have been blocked in
my drive a few times due to cars parking in front if the drive or road
being blocked in both directions due to heavy traffic

Anonymous

Im delighted to see this is being thought of as im a resident and my

6/11/2022 10:17 AM

driveway gets blocked daily with cars waiting on pick ups sometimes
40 mins or so before the school gets out. The volume of traffic is
dangerous and im surprised there hasnt been more accidents or
injury to children

Anonymous

The scheme would improve safety outside the school, however, the

6/11/2022 11:06 AM

streets around the school would likely become more congested
therefore more dangerous for those who walk to school.

Anonymous

Will delivery drivers from places such as Tesco , icelands and Asda

6/11/2022 11:27 AM

still have access, if yes will permits be issued to affected stores ?

Anonymous

I hope this scheme succeeds and is successful...as a resident of St

6/11/2022 11:55 AM

Modans Place this has been an ongoing issue for years and this is
long overdue.

Anonymous

I live on witchhill road, and this closure will significantly affect the

6/11/2022 12:00 PM

traffic, cars parked and access to my house. Ridiculous to even
consider this unless you close all roads within a radius of the school
and force people to walk. Witchhill road is just across from the school
so why it’s not included is beyond me. Goodness help you if my
access to my own drive and property is effected.

Anonymous
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6/11/2022 12:03 PM

school.

Anonymous

I feel that residents close by will have restricted parking. If i return to

6/11/2022 12:33 PM

my house in witchhill road between 3pm and 3.25pm , i have to drive
round about to find a parkung space

Anonymous

Twenty years ago at a school meeting with councillors present I

6/11/2022 01:12 PM

proposed a one way traffic system be introduced. It was deemed at
that time to be a greater burden to residents. I still feel a one way
system would be more beneficial than the proposed scheme.

Anonymous

You have parents parking here at 2-30 to get a space and they don’t

6/11/2022 01:30 PM

care if you can get out or in and it is not only South Park school it is
Fraserburgh academy too and perhaps you need to consider
Alexandra terrace too i as a child had to walk to school regardless my
dad had a car but he wouldn’t take me to school I also interacted with
my friends before school and much better relationship with peers

Anonymous

Parents will still take cars yo pick up children and cause more

6/11/2022 01:43 PM

congestion in the near by streets. This will not encourage parents
/children to walk more

Anonymous

I feel parents should be strongly advised to walk / cycle to school

6/11/2022 01:47 PM

otherwise maybe a school bus that goes around the town at pick up
point and collects kids should be organised as parents park anywhere
at anytime and dont care or consider residents, they turn up too early
for pick ups and just sit in their cars. The fact that the police has had
to get involved to sort this out is absolutely ridiculous these are grown
ups that should know better.

Anonymous

Were residence just round from The school and it’s an absolute

6/11/2022 01:52 PM

disgrace with the parents cars parked left right and centre with no
room for the residents to get into drives or park outside there houses.

Anonymous

It will be safer for children as many take scooters and bikes with them

6/11/2022 01:54 PM

and can’t see past parked cars

Anonymous

Witchhill road should also be closed to school drop off and pick up

6/11/2022 02:20 PM

times as we reside on Witchhill and during these times we find it hard
and dangerous to access our property park at our own house
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Anonymous

I live on the Mormond Avenue on the corner of Philorth avenue and

6/11/2022 02:35 PM

almost every day my drive is surrounded by parked (running) cars
:making entering or exiting hazardous I believe this should be
extended in include more streets. Or The wasted ground at st
modens should be converted into drive in parking spaces . Even
outside of school times this is a dangerous place for road users and
pedestrians alike due to total lack of parking around the shops and
take aways.

Anonymous

I have lived on Witchhill Road for over 10 years. As much as I agree

6/11/2022 05:45 PM

there is a problem regarding congestion at south park school and
surrounding areas, I disagree that changing the road usage on
Philorth Avenue and St Modens will fix this problem and encourage
parents to walk their children to school. I strongly feel that this will
only transfer the congestion problem into witchhill road and direct
more traffic through a street which is already incredibly busy during
school times and impossible to get parked on when returning home
when school is coming out, not to mention the fact it is also a busy
bus route with few parking spaces for residents due to the multiple
bus stops. I would suggest that Witchhill Road should be also be
included In the closure trail, otherwise this will become the main route
through to drop children off as parents try to get as close to the
school as possible. I personally have witnessed parents arriving way
before school is out to ensure that they can have a parking space. I
have returned home countless times to be unable to get near my
street let alone near my house, this will only be made worse with the
parking on philorth avenue and st modens place being restricted.
Hopefully a solution can’t be reached to suit the children as well as
the residents directly impacted in the area.

Anonymous

Absolutely brilliant scheme! Can’t wait

6/11/2022 06:07 PM

Anonymous

I think that this is nonsense, I live in a neighbouring street and will be

6/11/2022 06:39 PM

severely impacted with this. The sensible option is to remove the
green area at St Modans Place and provide a school drop off point
there which would allow at least a dozen carparking spaces opposite
the South Park School

Anonymous

I think if anything improves childrens safety it is good. But the

6/11/2022 09:56 PM

problem of parents parking will just be moved to other neighbouring
streets. It is a big problem already. It may mean that parents will park
alot earlier just to get a space, thus causing more of a problem for
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driving visitors visiting nearby residents.

Anonymous

I think that is great for all the residents

6/12/2022 03:13 AM

Anonymous

Why dont you use some of the grass area at st modans shop area to

6/12/2022 10:09 AM

widen the street

Anonymous

Apart from the health benefits of air quality for the younger children

6/12/2022 07:00 PM

as the majority of the cars are Diesel SUV's, as a pensioner, I have
found it difficult to get into my property on Philorth Avenue due to
disregard of parents parking to drop off and pick up their children from
school. Many a parent have parked outside my house and dropped
their child off complete with scooter for them to take the short
distance to Soth Park Primary and then pick them up again in the
afternoon.

Anonymous

We absolutely welcome this trial as we live directley across from the

6/12/2022 08:24 PM

school and on numerous occasions i have been late for work in the
morning due to cars being parked across our drive which may i add
has double yellow lines across it as we are a corner house. The
parents doing this have no thought for anyone else they just have to
park as close to the school gate as possible its ridiculous the traffic
here when school goes in and at the end of the school day. Fingers
crossed this trial works.

Anonymous
6/12/2022 09:57 PM

I think it’s a good trial however neighbouring streets like provost Milne
drive will become busier and the residents there will likely start having
difficulty entering their drives also more parents may gather at the
entrances to the school and some parents stand talking for whiles
and pupils have to push their way past them but it is worth a trial for
sure

Anonymous
6/13/2022 01:00 PM

I strongly agree with this as it is very difficult to get out of my drive in
the morning due to cars coming and going and with the parents and
children going to the school gate. They have no consideration for
those who have to get to work and out of the street! There has
definitely been a few near misses of children being run down and
also going into cars due to trying to get out of my drive. The parents
attitudes also are very shocking as they like to mouth off and stare.

Anonymous
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6/13/2022 01:50 PM

where i stay and already i cant get in and out my driveway without
asking people to move during school times

Anonymous

I think the traffic will back up to the neighbouring streets and chase

6/13/2022 02:29 PM

chaos .perhaps what about the grass area at st Modens make it a
drop off systems of some sort/ parking with reverse parking etc

Anonymous

I would most definitely like this trial scheme to go ahead, being a

6/13/2022 03:28 PM

resident of Philorth Avenue there has been times in which i have
been late for my work due to my drive being blocked by a child's
mother, which i find ridiculous. I also find if my drive isnt blocked then
there are cars parked directly opposite, enabling me to access my
drive. On a few occasions i have been able to get into my drive, i
have had children and there parents run behind my car whilst i was
reversing, this is not safe, shocked as would expect parents to have
better road safety. Isnt before time something was getting done about
this very unsafe issue!

Anonymous

What about the residences of Whichhill rd and Provost Milne Drive

6/14/2022 01:32 PM

people are still going to park there to drop and pick up their kids..this
closure will make it worse

Anonymous

Traffic around the school is unsafe, children struggling to cross the

6/14/2022 02:58 PM

road as drivers are parked irresponsibly just to get closer to school so
they don’t have to walk a few extra steps. Have seen cars parked
right on the pavement resulting in children having to go onto the road
to get to school/home. Ridiculous.

Anonymous

This will only work if policed properly. Currently many parents choose

6/14/2022 08:22 PM

to break the law every day just to be closer to the school gate in their
cars, I’m not convinced that they will adhere to the new measures
once they are put in place.

Anonymous

Drive ways in surrounding area are already being blocked by parents

6/16/2022 02:17 PM

at least 30 minutes before school closing time.

Anonymous

I have been a resedent on philorth avenue for 26 years and have had

6/16/2022 02:51 PM

to put up with people over my drive so i cant get access. We hava a
caravan and if we are going away for the week end if we dont get it
out of the drive by 2pm we have to wate till 3 30 as we have no
chance of getting it out of the drive .They speed reverse and cant get
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neer enough the front door .High time that something was done
before a child is seriously hurt

Anonymous

I believe that restricting access to Philorth Avenue and St.Modans

6/16/2022 04:14 PM

Place will have a positive impact on traffic in the area, as I have more
than once had to reverse back up the road between cars on opposite
sides of the road to access my own drive because someone has
come from the other side and have also had cars parked partway
across my drive preventing access or egress to my property. However
other nearby streets already suffer heavy traffic at those times and
restricting some access will likely cause a higher effect than
expected. A possible long term solution if possible could be to turn
the old Youth Centre grounds into a more full fledged car park with a
one way system. This would provide a set place for pick up and drop
off without potentially causing traffic issues on other streets instead.

Anonymous

I work at the school and I live in a neighbouring street. I think the

6/20/2022 11:22 AM

street closure will have a significant impact on these streets and just
move the problem somewhere else. .

Anonymous

Long overdue...... resident of witchhill road

6/20/2022 03:01 PM

Anonymous
6/21/2022 12:24 PM

Overall the change will be beneficial for the children. It’s going to
make pick up and drop off more challenging. Maybe it would be a
good idea if the area of glass was turned into parking and no cars
allowed on the Main Street outside the school.

Anonymous

I live in one of the surrounding streets and the traffic here can be

6/22/2022 09:20 AM

horrendous. Cars park on both sides of the road blocking pavements,
the children run, cycle or use scooters to go down the street to their
parents cars without looking for cars coming out of people’s drives. I
have on a few occasions almost run not just children but adults down
as I cannot see them coming. I understand why you want to close the
streets but I believe it will cause more congestion in the surrounding
streets. I often get my drive blocked and I have an elderly disabled
person in my house whom I need to take to medical appointments.
Sometimes I find it impossible to get out if my drive without going half
into the road - one of these days I fear that there may be a really bad
accident

Anonymous

What about parents who have to travel a distance to school with their

6/22/2022 02:59 PM

children and have also younger children to take with them when it’s
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wind and rain or snow?There should be more done to make suitable
parking at the schools.

Anonymous

As a resident I welcome this scheme however do wonder how it will

6/24/2022 09:58 PM

be policed. From personal experience some of the parents show no
respect for the residents accessing their properties so will they
adhere to this if it is t policed

Anonymous

Is a great idea however I feel it will just push the problem further from

6/29/2022 01:05 PM

school with other streets affected. Alexandra Terrace , Williams
Crescent and top section of Philorth Avenue are all already crazy with
cars for Fraserburgh academy,

Anonymous

It might stop people leaving their cars in the street all day but some

6/29/2022 01:47 PM

residents do that anyway so that people can park in their drives I
disagree with them doing that every day

Anonymous

As discussed with the representatives at the school visit, this scheme

6/29/2022 04:22 PM

will only work with proper enforcement, which means fines not
warnings for those who enter. This needs the backing from the police
but the council themselves can employ wardens to issue these fines.
If the council is serious about this topic, there is no point in giving
verbal warnings to those who disregard the scheme.

Anonymous

I think the idea of the street closure will benefit children being safe on

7/03/2022 07:57 AM

the school street. However, i feel that other surrounding streets will
definitely feel the impact of it. At the moment you can not cross
Mormond Avenue without coming out from behind cars, people
already are parking on the end of junctions of surrounding streets at
the moment. I feel that there needs to be some kind of safety
measure for crossing Mormond Avenue for children going to Queens
road and Williams crescent area as well as the volume of traffic in the
mornings and afteernoons at school time is a significant increase and
not safe for crossing unattended.

Optional question (67 response(s), 46 skipped)
Question type: Essay Question
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5 Min Walking Radius
TO

Keith Robertson, Calum Farquharson

FROM

Himanshu Singh

DATE

26 April 2021

CONFIDENTIALITY Internal

SUBJECT

70086073-Aberdeenshire Council – Philorth Avenue School Street

1. Introduction
In preparation for the proposed ‘School Street’ project on Philorth Avenue and St Modans Place, this
document has been developed to highlight the 5-min walking radius from the school entrance, and explore
alternative car parking locations.
In Figure 1.0 below, a 5-min walking radius is highlighted by a red circle. The location of the proposed
‘School Street’ closure is highlighted in pink and the alternative parking locations are denoted by the
yellow and green pins.

Figure 1.0: 5-min Walking Radius

www.wsp.com
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Sections 2 and 3 of this document discuss the alternative car parking locations that have been
identified, along with the associated constraints. Section 2 will focus on locations with formal parking
bays, whereas Section 3 will focus on locations that provide opportunities for on-street marking, in an
unofficial capacity.

2. Marked Parking Bays
2.1. West Road - West Road is situated approximately 200m from the entrance of South Park School.
Clearly marked parking areas are present along this length of road and are within the 5-min walking
radius from the school entrance. An example has been provided in Figure 2.0, below;

Figure 2.0: West Road Parking
2.2. Thomson Terrace - Approximately 10 to 15 parking bays are available on Thomson Terrace , which
is approximately 200m from the school entrance and within the 5-min walking radius. These bays
are visible in Figure 2.1, below;
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Figure 2.1: Thomson Terrace Parking
2.3. Mormond Avenue - Parking bays are also available on Mormond Avenue, which is approximately
170m from the school entrance and can be used to park 5 to 10 vehicles. These bays are visible in
Figure 2.2, below;

Figure 2.2: Mormond Avenue Parking
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3. Un-official on-street parking
In addition to the designated parking bays discussed in Section 2, additional opportunities have been
identified on the following surrounding streets;
1. Queens Road
2. Mormond Avenue
3. Williams Cres
4. Philorth Avenue (Outside the school area)
5. Alexandra Terrace
6. Witchill Rd
7. Provost Milne Dr
8. Phingask Rd
9. Cortes Cres
Whilst parking opportunities are available on these streets, these are residential areas with
constraints such as private accesses, junctions, bus stops, no formal crossing points and no formal
road markings. However, it should be noted that these constraints are also present on Philorth Avenue
where vehicles currently park, and as such, it is thought that the displacement of these vehicles will not
pose any additional hazards. A typical example of the above locations has been provided in Figure 3.0,
below;

Figure 3.0: Witchill Road Parking

