
Business Services

REPORT TO EDUCATION AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMITTEE – 26 
AUGUST 2021  

PETITION FOR CONSIDERATION – SAVE THE PUDDINGS IN 
ABERDEENSHIRE SCHOOLS 

1 Reason for Report/Summary 

1.1 The Council’s Standing Orders permit a member of the public to submit a 
petition for consideration at a meeting of the Council or any of its 
Committees. A petition has been received for a matter within the remit of this 
Committee therefore the Committee is asked to consider the petition and 
determine further action in accordance with the provisions of the Standing 
Orders.  

2 Recommendations  

The Committee is recommended to: 

1.1 Consider the petition received by the Director of Business 
Services, as described in this report; and  

1.2 Consider whether to instruct a report from the Head of 
Resources and Performance on the subject matter of the petition. 

3. Purpose and Decision Making Route 

3.1 In terms of Standing Order 6.2.1, members of the public may submit a 
petition for an item not on a meeting agenda to a Committee. The petition 
must be received by the Director of Business Services no later than fourteen 
days prior to the relevant Committee meeting, and it must comply with 
prescribed requirements within Standing Orders. 

3.2 A petition has been received by the Director of Business Services which 
complies with the both the criteria under Standing Order 6.2.2 and the 
Guidance on Petitions in Part 4H of the Scheme of Governance. 

3.3 The Chair of this Committee has determined that the subject matter of the 
petition is competent and relevant in terms of the Committee’s remit and it 
shall therefore be put before this meeting 

3.4 In terms of Standing Order 6.4, the Committee can determine to one of two 
courses of action:  to simply note the terms of the petition; or to instruct the 
relevant officer to provide a report for a subsequent meeting of the 
Committee.  

3.5 The Committee cannot take a substantive decision on the subject matter of 
the petition without receiving a report back from the relevant officer, in this 
case the Head of Resources and Performance. 
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4. Discussion 

4.1 The petition was received on 21 June 2021.  It contains 847 signatures. The 
Council’s Guidance on Petitions confirms that a petition for a Policy 
Committee must have a minimum number of 100 signatures, therefore the 
petition meets that threshold. 

4.2 The action the petition requires the Committee to take is summarized in the 
petition document, as follows:- 

The title of the petition is ‘Save the Puddings in Aberdeenshire Schools’ and 
the petition statement asks the Council to consider to give the treats 
(puddings, ice cream and custard) back to the lunch menus and take a more 
balanced view of a healthy lifestyle. 

4.3 A copy of the petition is in Appendix 1. 

5 Council Priorities, Implications and Risk 

5.1 Specify which of the Council’s Priorities are relevant to the report. 

Pillar Priority
Our People  Education  

 Health & Wellbeing
Our Environment  Infrastructure  

 Resilient Communities
Our Economy  Economy & Enterprise 

 Estate Modernisation 

This report helps deliver the Strategic Priority of “Education and Health and 
Wellbeing” within the Pillar “Our People”. 

5.2.  The table below shows whether risks and implications apply if the 
recommendations are agreed.  

Subject Yes No N/A
Financial x
Staffing x
Equalities and Fairer Duty 
Scotland

x 

Children and Young 
People’s Rights and 
Wellbeing

x 

Climate Change and 
Sustainability

x 

Health and Wellbeing x
Town Centre First x

5.3 An integrated impact assessment is not required as the Committee is not 
being asked to take a substantive decision at this time and the report does 
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not have a differential impact on any of the protected characteristics. Any 
implications of the action proposed by the petition will be included in a future 
report from the relevant Head of Service on the subject matter of the petition, 
if so instructed by the Committee. 

5.4 There are no identified risks at this time.  

6. Scheme of Governance 

6.1 The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Business Services have 
been consulted in the preparation of this report and their comments are 
incorporated within the report and are satisfied that the report complies with 
the Scheme of Governance and relevant legislation.  

6.2 The Committee is able to consider this item in terms of Standing Order 6.2.3 
as the subject matter of the petition is deemed to be competent and relevant 
in terms of the Committee’s remint and under Section E.1.1 of the  List of 
Committee Powers in Part 2A of the Scheme of Governance as it relates to a 
matter which impacts the Committee’s area. 

Ritchie Johnson 
Director of Business Services  

Report prepared by Kasia Balina, Committee Officer  
Date 22 July 2021 

List of Appendices

Appendix 1 – Petition “Save the Puddings in Aberdeenshire Schools” 
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https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/scheme-of-governance/
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/c8044f6f-e327-499f-bbc7-94ae9d699559/resource/8d829bb9-95e7-4c83-bc0b-63b76bcba159/download/list-of-committee-powers.pdf
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/c8044f6f-e327-499f-bbc7-94ae9d699559/resource/8d829bb9-95e7-4c83-bc0b-63b76bcba159/download/list-of-committee-powers.pdf
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