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1.

Reason for Report

1.1

The Committee is able to consider and take a decision on this item in terms of
Section B.8.1 of Part 2A List of Committee Powers and Section C.3.1h of Part
2C Planning Delegations of the Scheme of Governance as the application is
recommended for refusal but in the professional opinion of the Head of
Planning and Environment Service, there has been a substantial body of
support for the development.

1.2

The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Business Services have
been consulted in the preparation of this report and all comments made have
been incorporated and are satisfied that the report complies with the Scheme
of Governance and relevant legislation.

2.

Background and Proposal

2.1

Full planning permission is sought for the erection of a dwellinghouse and
change of use of agricultural land to residential at land adjacent to Hillcrest,
Hill of Findon, Findon Road. The proposal also includes the formation of a
vehicular access.

2.2

The site is located to the east of the A92 and approximately 0.4 miles to the
north west of the settlement of Findon. The site is approximately 2,000m2 and
is utilised as agricultural grazing land. The site is located within the Aberdeen
South Greenbelt. Access to the site is from the ‘C’ class road that leads from
Findon Road through the Hill of Findon. The site is bound by residential
properties to the south east and north west, an access road to the southwest
and agricultural land to the north. The land immediately to the north is also
owned by the applicant. A further dwellinghouse is located beyond the
access road to the west of the site. The Aberdeen to Dundee railway line lies
50 metres to the east. Existing boundary treatments are a post and wire fence
with access gate to the south.

2.3

In 2017, a Prior Notification application was received (APP/2017/0004) for the
erection of polytunnels. This was agreed as Prior Approval was not required.

2.4

In 2015, a pre-application enquiry (ENQ/2015/1051) was submitted for the
erection of a dwellinghouse and outbuilding for use as cattery including
change of use of agricultural land to residential and business. The applicant
was advised that the proposal did not meet criteria for development in the
greenbelt and therefore the Planning Service would not be in a position to
support a proposal of this nature on the site.

2.5

The proposed ‘L’ shaped dwellinghouse would be a one storey, 3 bedroom
property with a total footprint of approximately 189m2. The maximum ridge
height of the building would be 5 metres. The proposed house is a
contemporary design with external finishes to include larch timber cladding
and mock zinc cladding to the walls, dark grey aluminium clad windows and
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doors and metal cladding to the roof. A solar PV array is also proposed for the
south east elevation.
2.6

The applicant is proposing to connect to the public water supply network and
private drainage arrangements would be made. A new access is proposed for
the south west of the site and includes the creation of 8 parking spaces.

2.7

Supporting Statement (completed by Morph Architecture Ltd) outlines the
existing use of the site, an overview of the proposed development and
relevant planning policies and attempts to justify the proposed development
on the site. The applicant states that they have owned the land since 2016
and over the past 3 years have established a smallholding. The key elements
of the smallholding include a small flock of Hebridean sheep (9 in total), pigs,
hens and 2 polytunnels (one for lambing and shearing and one for fruit and
vegetables). The polytunnel used for fruit and vegetables also contains a
small pond which is used as an aquaponics bed and is currently home to
some goldfish. Fruit trees have been planted around the perimeter of the site.
There are also two bee hives on site. The statement also outlines the work the
applicants have done in terms of education by giving presentations at the
local school.

2.8

The applicant states that the requirement for a dwellinghouse is justified by
the current presence of livestock on the site. The applicant also states that
they intend to significantly increase the scale of operations via a range of
plans for expansion. The establishment of a small cattery is one example of
this and the applicant claims that this would make it vital for a full time
presence to be available on site. A further area for expansion includes the
introduction of free range turkeys for Christmas.

2.9

During the application process, two letters were received from the applicant in
response to the objections raised. The letters state that there are no hens on
site due to a fox attack, pigs are only on site from spring to summer, there are
9 sheep and not 4, confirmation that the smallholding will continue after the
house is built. The applicant states that they are on site every day. The
applicant recognises drainage issues with the site in the past and states that a
rainwater soakaway system will be installed. The letter highlights 7 parking
spaces are required, 3 for the house and 4 for the cattery.

3.

Representations

3.1

A total of 26 valid representations, 23 in support and 3 objections, have been
received as defined in the Scheme of Governance. All issues raised have
been considered. The letters raise the following material issues:
Support




Improvements to flora and fauna
Reduced travel
Appropriate use of site adjacent to the existing agricultural use
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Well designed
Enhanced green space

Objections



4.

Questions over use of the site as a small holding
Drainage concerns
Excessive number of parking spaces

Consultations
Internal

4.1

Business Services (Developer Obligations) has commented that no
contributions are required in this instance.

4.2

Infrastructure Services (Roads Development) objected to the proposal due
to insufficient information. A revised drawing was received by the agent
however the information provided was not sufficient to address the concerns
raised by Roads Development and as such, at the time of writing this report,
Roads Development object to the proposal.
External

4.3

Scottish Water has no objection to the proposal.

4.4

Network Rail has commented that the application would not impact on
railway infrastructure.

5.

Relevant Planning Policies

5.1

Scottish Planning Policy
The aim of the Scottish Planning Policies is to ensure that development and
changes in land use occur in suitable locations and are sustainable. The
planning system must also provide protection from inappropriate
development. Its primary objectives are:




to set the land use framework for promoting sustainable economic
development;
to encourage and support regeneration; and
to maintain and enhance the quality of the natural heritage and built
environment.

Development and conservation are not mutually exclusive objectives; the aim
is to resolve conflicts between the objectives set out above and to manage
change. Planning policies and decisions should not prevent or inhibit
development unless there are sound reasons for doing so. The planning
system guides the future development and use of land in cities, towns and
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rural areas in the long term public interest. The goal is a prosperous and
socially just Scotland with a strong economy, homes, jobs and a good living
environment for everyone.
5.2

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan 2014
The purpose of this Plan is to set a clear direction for the future development
of the North East. It promotes a spatial strategy. All parts of the Strategic
Development Plan area will fall within either a strategic growth area or a local
growth and diversification area. Some areas are also identified as
regeneration priority areas. There are also general objectives identified. In
summary, these cover promoting economic growth, promoting sustainable
economic development which will reduce carbon dioxide production, adapt to
the effects of climate change and limit the amount of non-renewable
resources used, encouraging population growth, maintaining and improving
the region’s built, natural and cultural assets, promoting sustainable
communities and improving accessibility in developments.
From the 29 March 2019, the Strategic Development Plan 2014 went beyond
its five-year review period. In light of this, for proposals which are regionally or
strategically significant, or give rise to cross boundary issues between
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire, the presumption in favour of development
that contributes to sustainable development will be a significant material
consideration in line with Scottish Planning Policy 2014.
The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2017 will continue to be the
primary document against which applications are considered. The Proposed
Aberdeen City & Shire SDP 2020 may also be a material consideration.

5.3

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2017
Policy R1 Special rural areas
Policy P1 Layout, siting and design
Policy E2 Landscape
Policy RD1 Providing suitable services
Policy RD2 Developer Obligations

6.

Discussion

6.1

Full planning permission is sought for the erection of a dwellinghouse and
change of use of agricultural land to residential. The main issues to consider
in determination of this application are the acceptability in principle of the
erection of a dwellinghouse in this location and whether the proposal would
impact on the greenbelt. Technical matters such as drainage and access will
also be considered. The policies contained within the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan 2017 are the main consideration in this case together with
an assessment of any material planning considerations.
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Principle
6.2

The site is located within Aberdeen South Greenbelt and as such, the
proposal is assessed again Policy R1 Special rural areas. Policy R1 Special
rural areas restricts housing and employment development in the greenbelt
and coastal zone to reflect the special nature of these areas. Development will
only be allowed if it is essential and cannot be located elsewhere. In the
greenbelt the following development is permitted:

 the extension of an existing building or use that is ancillary to the main











use;
development for the purposes of agriculture, forestry, horticulture,
nature conservation or essential public infrastructure;
development for a recreational use that is compatible with its
agricultural or natural setting;
the sensitive restoration, conversion or extension of a vernacular
building or other building of architectural merit;
accommodation within the immediate vicinity of the place of
employment required for a worker in a primary industry which is
appropriate to the countryside and where the presence of a worker is
essential to the operation of the enterprise and there is no suitable
alternative residential accommodation available;
development identified as a national priority in the National Planning
Framework;
development of minerals under Policy R3 and waste facilities under
Policy PR3 may be permitted where an essential need is identified;
developments (including community infrastructure) under Policy PR2
may be permitted in the greenbelt where they meet an established
need and where it can be adequately demonstrated that no alternative
location can be found; and
it is the replacement of a single non vernacular building on the same
footprint, and for the same use. The replacement building must be
consistent in scale, and no more intrusive than the existing building. In
addition, it is generally expected that the new building will demonstrate
a significant improvement in design to that of the existing building.

6.3

In this instance, the most relevant criteria is ‘accommodation within the
immediate vicinity of the place of employment required for a worker in a
primary industry which is appropriate to the countryside and where the
presence of a worker is essential to the operation of the enterprise and there
is no suitable alternative residential accommodation available.’

6.4

The applicant has stated that the proposal meets with Policy R1 as the
presence of a worker is essential to the operation of the enterprise. The agent
has provided the argument in the supporting statement that the proposal falls
under the above policy requirement as the dwellinghouse justified by the
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current presence of livestock on site, in particular, the 24 hour a day presence
required during lambing season.
6.5

The first part of this criteria states accommodation within the immediate
vicinity of the place of employment required for a worker in a primary industry.
Although the land is currently a small holding and has been for the past 3
years, it is not considered to be a place of employment.

6.6

Whilst it is accepted that agriculture is a primary industry as defined by
Section A and B of the Standard Industrial Classification 2007, the policy also
requires the proposal to be appropriate to the countryside and where the
presence of an essential worker is essential to the operation of the enterprise.
The Planning Service do not consider that the scale of the agricultural activity
(a small flock of Hebridean sheep) justifies the need for a worker on a full-time
basis or the need for a permanent presence on site to run the small holding.
Future plans for a Cattery on the site would not be considered a primary
industry and cannot be considered as a material planning matter in this
application.

6.7

Furthermore, Policy R1 also requires applicants to demonstrate that there is
no suitable alternative residential accommodation available. This has not
been addressed in the Supporting Statement but even so, the Planning
Service are of the opinion that given the proximity to the A92, access to
neighbouring towns and villages would ensure nearby residential
accommodation is not an issue. As such, the Planning Service do not
consider that alternative options have been explored and are of the opinion
that there is suitable accommodation available nearby. Therefore the proposal
fails on this element of the policy in addition to the other failure previously
outlined.

6.8

The proposal cannot be supported due to failing to meet the significant
restrictions put in place for housing and employment development in the
greenbelt as set out in Policy R1. The evidence submitted does not provided
justification to depart from policy in this instance.
Layout, siting and design

6.9

Notwithstanding the above, the Planning Service must consider the layout,
siting and design of the proposal. Policy P1 layout, siting and design states
that new development must be appropriately designed and in-keeping with the
character and setting of the surrounding area. Policy E2 Landscape aims to
promote the protection and management of the landscape. Specifically,
development will only be approved where the scale, location and design are
appropriate to the landscape character of the area

6.10

The proposal seeks a single storey ‘L’ shaped dwellinghouse with a
contemporary design and finish. In terms of scale, the proposed dwelling is a
modest size which would reduce any potential visual impact. In terms of the
design, the contemporary approach would represent a stark contrast to the
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existing neighbouring buildings which are all of a traditional appearance.
However, as outlined in 6.2 to 6.6, the principle of development is considered
non-compliant with policy.
Technical matters
6.11

Roads Development objected to the proposal due to insufficient information.
More information was requested to show visibility splays and whether these
would be achievable within the control of the applicant, drainage proposals
associated with access, access and servicing requirements, bin store location
and turning provision. In addition, further justification was sought for the
number of parking spaces. The applicant did provide a revised drawing
showing visibility splays and Roads Development were reconsulted but it has
not been demonstrated that the obstructions highlighted, dry stone dyke and
dense vegetation, are within the applicant’s ownership. Roads Development
have highlighted that the applicant will require to provide evidence that a
competent visibility condition can be applied to any planning application
recommended for approval and the items within the splay can be relocated
outwith the visibility splay. Information relating to the other concerns raised by
Roads Development was not received.

6.12

Policy RD1: Providing suitable services seeks to ensure that new
development can be drained to avoid flooding and pollution. The applicant is
proposing to connect to the public water supply network and private drainage
arrangements would be made. Drainage information was not submitted with
the application. A letter of representation received raised concerns with poor
drainage on the site, however further details on drainage have not been
requested as it could be considered unreasonable to insist on the applicant
going to the expense of commissioning drainage reports prior to determination
as the applications being recommended for refusal on the grounds of principle
in that the proposal does not comply with greenbelt policy. If the principle of
development was to be accepted Members, this matter would require to be
adequately resolved prior to the issuing of any consent notice.

6.13

Scottish Water have been consulted regarding connecting to the public water
supply network and has no objection to the proposal. Scottish Water state that
there is currently sufficient capacity in the Invercannie Water Treatment
Works.

6.14

Developer Obligations confirmed that Portlethen Primary School and
Portlethen Academy are currently operating within capacity and therefore in
this instance, no contributions are required.
Conclusion

6.15

The proposal does not satisfy any of the criteria detailed in Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan 2017 Policy R1 Special rural areas. Specifically, the
level of operation on the site is not considered sufficient to require a worker on
a full-time basis nor does the applicant demonstrate that there is no suitable
alternative residential accommodation available. The development is therefore
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a departure from Aberdeenshire Local Development 2017 Policy R1 Special
rural areas and is recommended for refusal.
6.16

In addition, Roads Development object to the proposal based on insufficient
information relating to visibility splays, drainage proposals associated with
access, access and servicing requirements, bin store location, turning
provision and the number of parking spaces. As a result, this proposal fails to
comply with Policy RD1 Providing Suitable Services.

7.

Area Implications

7.1

In the specific circumstances of this application there is no direct connection
with the currently specified objectives and identified actions of the Local
Community Plan.

8.

Implications and Risk

8.1

An equality impact assessment is not required because the proposal does not
have a differential impact on any of the protected characteristics.

8.2

There are no staffing and financial implications.

8.3

There are no risks identified in respect of this matter in terms of the Corporate
and Directorate Risk Registers as the Committee is considering the
application as the planning authority in a quasi-judicial role and must
determine the application on its own merits in accordance with the
Development Plan unless material considerations justify a departure.

9.

Sustainability Implications

9.1

No separate consideration of the current proposal’s degree of sustainability is
required as the concept is implicit to and wholly integral with the planning
process against the policies of which it has been measured.

10.

Departures, Notifications and Referrals

10.1

Strategic Development Plan Departures
None

10.2

Local Development Plan Departures
Policy R1 Special rural areas
Policy RD1 Providing suitable services

10.3

The application is a Departure from the valid Local Development Plan and has
been advertised as such. Any representations received have been circulated
as part of the agenda and taken into account in recommending a decision.
The period for receiving representations has expired.
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10.4

The application does not fall within any of the categories contained in the
Schedule of the Town and Country Planning (Notification of Applications)
(Scotland) Direction 2009 and the application is not required to be notified to
the Scottish Ministers prior to determination.

10.5

The application would have to be referred to Infrastructure Services
Committee in the event of the Area Committee wishing to grant permission for
the application.

11.

Recommendation

11.1

REFUSE Full Planning Permission for the following reasons:-

01.

The site lies within the Aberdeen Greenbelt which is defined to protect and
enhance the landscape setting and identity of urban areas and in which there
is a presumption against most kinds of development with only limited
exceptions. The proposed development does not comply with any of the
specified exceptions to the presumption against development within the
Greenbelt. Therefore, the proposal does not comply with Policy R1 Special
rural areas of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (2017).

02.

It has not been demonstrated that access and parking arrangements can be
provided to adequately and safely serve the proposed development. The
formation of the new access has not been agreed by Roads Development and
therefore the proposal fails to comply with Policy RD1 Providing suitable
services of Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (2017).

Stephen Archer
Director of Infrastructure Services
Author of Report: Stephanie McMillan
Report Date: 31 October 2019
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Carol-Anne Arundel
Address: 80 argyll place Portlethen Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I am fully in support of this application as it will allow the Garrets to expand and develop
their business, which will benefit the community of Portlethen.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Grace Whyte
Address: 16 Checkbar Gardens Marywell Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I support in full the proposed development and as a local resident.The house seems
well designed and should have no negative impact on the landscape. In addition, the proposed
dwellinghouse would overlook an area of public open space which I believe would increase natural
surveillance of the area, deterring any anti social behaviour. The Garretts are a lovely local family
running already successful smallholding and dog walking business', it is great to have them
wishing to work the land and provide great care towards all different animals and I fully support
them in their wish to open a valuable local service such as a cattery. Having their home on site
would make things much easier for them and will really benefit the animals and the work they are
doing.
Thanks for your consideration
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest, Hill Of Findon , Findon Road , Roadside Of Findon
, Portlethen , Aberdeenshire , AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mr James and Mrs. Mabel STEWART
Address: BRAESIDE, HILL OF FINDON, PORTLETHEN, ABERDEEN, AB12 4SL
Comment Date: 12.10.2019
Comment Details
Comment: We both object to the cattery part of this application, this we feel could be
turned into dog kennels as the applicants have a dog walking (ALPHA DOG WALKERS)
business. And having more dogs in the area barking like K9 which was dog
hydrotherapy but now is more a dog kennels, with dogs arriving by vans and by cars in
the mornings and going home after 4pm. The noise from there is so annoying and to
think more dogs could come it doesnt bare thinking about.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Amanda Smith
Address: 35 Gorse Circle Portlethen Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:As the land is already being used as a smallholding and there are houses nearby, it
seems sensible to allow this application to go ahead. It is just one house and will not have any
negative impact on the area.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Rachael Rennie
Address: 91 Broomfield Park Portlethen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Having been using the services of Nicola and Neil for three years now we have always
found them professional. Trustworthy and a great asset to the local area.
We very much in believe in supporting local businesses and would be in support of their plans at
Findon.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Julie Pollard
Address: 1 Myrtle Terrace Portlethen Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Mr and Mrs Garret have worked extremely hard at setting up the smallholding and they
have put all their love into looking after the animals including orphaned lambs and introducing
wildflowers for bees etc.Having been there a few times I am overwhelmed at the changes they
have made including all the fresh fruit and vegetables they have grown.
I hope their well thought out plans are well considered and they can get the approval to build their
dream family home.
Many thanks.

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 237

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 238

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 239

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 240

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 241

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 242

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 243

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 244

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 245

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 246

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 247

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 248

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 249

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 250

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 251

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 252

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 253

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 254

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 255

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 256

Item No: 08 (C)
Page No: 257

Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Tina Murray
Address: Forbesfield Road Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:This is a fantastic little small holding which the Garrett family have built up over a
number of years due to their passion for animals and nature. It's a wonderful little place where
children (under supervision of course) are encouraged to have a look, explore and discover the
enjoyment of the countryside not too far from the city. It's incredible what they've achieved. Their
application to build will allow the Garrett family to be more able to manage the small holding by
being on site and enabling water to site which will be very helpful in times of drought etc to make a
passion more manageable and workable with everyday life.
I wholeheartedly support what they are doing and hope the council can also recognise and support
this.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Dr Jennifer Middleton
Address: 10 Moor Place Portlethen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:The Garrett's are a very nice family, and I regularly use their cat sitting service. I would
welcome a local cattery run by Nicola and Neil.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Heather Mcalpine
Address: 61 Ninian Place Portlethen Aberdeenshire
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Neighbour
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Fully support this application. Applicants are neighbours and are a lovely family, will be
missed from our street however their plans for the future are in line with their application for
planning permission and i wish them the best of luck. I use their Alpha Dog Walking company for
my dog and I highly recommended them to any one looking for a dog walking service.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Heather Mcalpine
Address: 61 Ninian Place Portlethen Aberdeenshire
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Neighbour
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Fully support this application. Applicants are neighbours and are a lovely family, will be
missed from our street however their plans for the future are in line with their application for
planning permission and i wish them the best of luck.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Claire Mann
Address: 2 st c Peters road Newtonhill Stonehaven
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I am aware that the family run a small holding business on the land. And it would make
sense to have there home there too. Would save travelling back & forth. I also think it's important
for them to be there 24 7 as they have livestock. It is a well designed house that would cause no
negative impact on the landscape. They have already improved the site by planting trees & shrubs
which also encourages wildlife. I think it would be a real shame if this was rejected.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Ms Mandy Mackenzie
Address: 36 Hillside Terrace Portlethen Aberdeenshire
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I support The Garrett family in their plans for erection of dwelling in Findon, perfect
location for their small holdings
Wish them the best of Luck
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Alexandra Low
Address: 25 brebner crescent Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Nicola and Neil are So passionate in theyre farm. I believe having a home nearby would
benefit them and the animals on the farm
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mr Mark Leith
Address: 38 Viking Place Portlethen Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I write in support of the above planning application for the following reasons.
1. I am aware that the applicant currently runs a small holding from site at present and in order to
continue it is important to be onsite with a 24hr presence to care for the livestock.
2. I have visited the small holding with my children and am aware that others have done the same.
I am also aware that the applicant has visited schools in the area and that they plan to allow site
visits in future to educate school pupils on how a small holding is run.
3. I believe it makes sense to have a house on site to avoid constantly travelling to and from the
site to tend to it.
4. The applicant had already massively invested and improved the site erecting a poly tunnel for
growing fruit and Veg, erecting fencing and shelter for livestock and also a range of improvements
designed to benefit wildlife such as tree and shrub planting.
5. I believe the house is well designed and as such see no reason it would have an adverse
impact on the landscape. There site is also adjacent to the road where easy access can be taken
and I see no infrastructure reasons as to why the development should not go ahead.
For the above reasons the above planning application should be approved.
Yours faithfully
Mark Leith
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Susan Lawson
Address: 10 Mineralwell view Stonehaven
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:All the very best to nicola and neil with their plans! I really hope everything goes to plan
as this would massively help them. Good luck guys
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Anne Hingston
Address: 31 ninian place Portlethen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:A fantastic use of the land which will further benefit from having buildings on site
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Miss Grace Hardie
Address: 48 Alder Drive Portlethen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I have known Nicola and Neil for many years now, what they have achieved with their
smallholding over the last few years is amazing. The new cattery would be a great addition to the
local area, and it's something we don't have at the moment. If their smallholding is an example, I
expect the cattery to be a great success.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Kim Garrett
Address: 4 Hazledene Drive Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I write in support of the above planning application, for the following reasons:
- Neil and Nicola and their family are very passionate about wildlife and thus their small holding.
Having a house built on their land to further support and progress their projects would have a huge
positive impact to them.
- With a range of livestock on site, it would be very beneficial to have a 24 hr a day presence
there.
- They have carried out many improvements on site over the last few years, such as tree and
shrub planting, which has been designed to encourage wildlife.
- They plan to involve local schools, having already visited to explain to the pupils how a small
holding is run, and would like to allow site visits for the pupils. Our children love to go to the small
holding.
- The new house is well designed, and single storey to cause no adverse landscape impact.
- The site is adjacent to the road, where easy vehicular access can be taken, and there are no
infrastructure reasons which would prevent the development going ahead.
- Supporting local business in current times is critical. Approving the plans for this house will allow
the Garretts to provide further local services to the community such as the new cattery and
potential to have more livestock.
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For the above reasons the planning application should be approved.

Kind regards
Kim and Graeme Garrett
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Janice Garrett
Address: 31 Gorse Circle Portlethen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:Neil & Nicola work tirelessly on their small holding. We have seen so much progress
over the past years with the animals they rear and the vegetables from the poly tunnel. They have
planted many fruit trees and planted over a hundred hedgerow trees & shrubs. During lambing
they are back and forth at all hours attending the sheep and building a house on the land can only
be beneficial. Many families go to visit the site to see the animals & they have also taken lambs
into the primary schools & the children love to follow their progress. I fully support this application.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Shona Coull
Address: 16 Whinpark Circle Portlethen Aberdeen
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:My family an I spent some time at this smallholding and pass by on a regular basis. We
are impressed with the use of the land and the results achieved by your applicants. The space has
been so well utilised to date and will only be improved by having this wonderful hard working local
family living so near to it. They have shown how they and their property will enhance the area and
be a positive and welcome addition to the community. We welcome this application and fully
support it.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Nicola Cameron
Address: 42 Myrtle Terrace Portlethen Aberdeenshire
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:I believe that what Mr & Mrs Garrett and family are doing will enhance the green space.
The smallholding they are proposing will benefit from the family living there, and the house is well
designed.
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Comments for Planning Application APP/2019/2000
Application Summary
Application Number: APP/2019/2000
Address: Land Adjacent To Hillcrest Hill Of Findon Findon Road Roadside Of Findon Portlethen
Aberdeenshire AB12 4SL
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Case Officer: Stephanie McMillan
Customer Details
Name: Mrs Nicola Brownie
Address: 43 Hillside Drive Portlethen Aberdeenshire
Comment Details
Commenter Type: Member of Public
Stance: Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application
Comment Reasons:
Comment:It is great to see a local family wishing to work the land and provide a valuable local
service such as a cattery. I am fully supportive of their planning application!

