
Education and Children’s Services

NOT FOR PUBLICATION BY VIRTUE OF PARAGRAPH 4 OF SCHEDULE 7A TO
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973

REPORT TO GARIOCH AREA COMMITTEE – 31 OCTOBER 2017

GARIOCH AREA COMMITTEE BUDGET APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE –
INVERURIE EVENTS SC043539

1 Recommendations

The Committee is recommended to consider the application as detailed
in Appendix 1 of this report and determine whether and to what extent to
award funding.

2 Background / Discussion

2.1 Inverurie Events are the organising committee for the delivery of Christmas
Lights within Inverurie. The existing Christmas lights which decorate the
town centre have been condemned and are too costly to upgrade or repair.

2.2 The cost of purchasing replacement lights is approximately £22,000,
excluding VAT, delivery, erection and removal which is an additional cost of
£5,500.

2.3 The amount applied for is £5,000. Unfortunately this is in excess of the
remaining funds within the Area Committee Budget, the balance of which
stands at £4,046.21.

2.4 The Area Committee is therefore asked to consider the attached application
as detailed in Appendix 1 of this report and determine whether and to what
extent to award funding.

2.5 The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Business Services have
been consulted in the preparation of this report, their comments are
incorporated within the report and they are satisfied that the report complies
with the Scheme of Governance and relevant legislation.

3 Scheme of Governance

3.1 The Committee is able to consider and take a decision on this item in terms of
Section B.6.3 in Part 2A, List of Committee Powers in the Scheme of
Governance, as it relates to the authorisation of expenditure from the Garioch
Area Committee budget.

4 Implications and Risk

4.1 An equality impact assessment is not required because the
recommendation contained within this report does not have a differential
impact on any of the protected characteristics.
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4.2 There are no staffing implications as a result of this report. The financial
implications are outlined in paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3.

4.3 No risks have been identified as relevant to this matter on a Corporate or
Directorate Level.

4.4 Aberdeenshire Council recognises that town centres have an important role to
play in the sustainable development of local economies. Town centres are a
common denominator within delivery of our services and they are the heart of
our communities, forming a key component of the intensity of civic pride. They
can act as a hub for various activities, offering spaces to meet and interact,
with access to a range of facilities and services. They are still very much a
base for many small businesses and jobs and offer a variety of visitor
attractions. Should Members be minded to approve this application there will
be a positive impact on Inverurie Town Centre.

Maria Walker
Director of Education and Children’s Services

Report prepared by: Margaret-Jane Cardno (Acting Area Manager Garioch)
Date: 11 October 2017
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